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Future Generations Master’s Program in Applied Community Change and Conservation 


Leadership and Organizational Dynamics (Summary) 
Term II:  10 March – 22 August, 2008 


 
 
Please complete this form carefully.  Check the number of your choice for each statement.  Then write any 
comments in the space provided below each question.   This information is anonymous and will be used only to 
improve the quality of this course and the Master’s program in the future.   Thank you for taking the time to 
complete this evaluation. 
 
 
1.  Contents of Course   Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Course was well organized.           av 4.67 
b.  Material was presented clearly.           av 4.67 
c.  Stated learning outcomes were met.          av 4.83 
d.  Course contributed to my knowledge          av 4.67 


  and understanding of the subject.  
e.  Course contributed to my practical           av 4.50 
     skills and knowledge related to  
     the subject.    
f. The course made a definite            av 4.33 
   contribution to achieving my  
    career goals.   
g. The field experience was            av 4.33 


meaningful and relevant to my  
community-based work.  


h. The interactive online learning           av 4.67 
component of this course contributed to my 
learning and understanding. 


 
Comments: 


• Excellent course 
• The facilitators were pretty too fast!  The case studies and role plays kept us awake and active 


throughout the week.  The fact that the workshop was organized towards the end of the residential 
where most of us were thinking of going back home somehow diverted our attention.  Hahahahaha.  
There is need in the future to give more time for this workshop.  One week was really not enough.  
Two weeks would have been very OK. 


• I am very much appreciated with Future Generations, for arranging us such good contents of 
leadership course.  Particularly, I like the two books they are each “Fifth Discipline” by Senge and 
Facilitator’s Guide to Participatory Decision-making’ by Kanner.  These books have provided me 
many new insights, which is really practical and useful. 







               2


 
2. Faculty     Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Knew the subject thoroughly.           av 5.00 
b.  Were prepared for course/lectures          av 5.00 
c.  Encouraged participation.           av 5.00 
d.  Presented material clearly.           av 5.00 
e.  Stated clear goals and objectives.          av 4.83 
f.  Stimulated my interest and made          av 4.83 
     subject a worthwhile learning  
     experience.     
g.  Answered questions effectively.          av 4.83 
h.  Provided useful evaluation.           av 4.33 
i.  Responded in a timely            av 5.00 
  manner to questions, drafts, and 
  final assignments. 
j.  Graded my work fairly.           av 5.00 
k. Were prepared for field assignments          av 4.33 
 
Comments: 


• The course was very well organized  
• All the online leadership, organizations, and group dynamics assignments were marked on time.  


Dr. Henry Perry gave useful comments.  The assignments were marked thoroughly well, including 
English corrections (grammar and spelling errors).  This helped me to improve my English and the 
way I presented the ensuing assignments.  The assignment became another IC3, which was very 
helpful to me, considering that English is not my mother tongue and hence the need for many 
avenues to learn the language and master it.   


• I am extremely happy with Dr. Ben and his teaching methodologies.  He cited so many famous 
sayings, which help us to keep in mind.  I am very much appreciated with Dr. Henry for his hard 
working, he not only correct our assignments very careful but also correct our English, which is 
helpful for us to improve our English. 


 
3. Course Materials    Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 


      5  4  3  2  1 
a.  Readings’ contents were useful           av 4.83 
 to me.  
b.  Readings contained sufficient           av 4.83 
     information for me to complete.  
 assignments. 
c. Readings were useful for field          av 4.33 
 assignments and field research 
d.  Course syllabus was clear, useful,           av 5.00 
     and easy to follow. 
e.  Assignment sheets and other            av 5.00 
 course documents were clear, useful,   
     and easy to follow.        
f.  Course materials will be useful as           av 5.00 


 reference tools.   
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Comments: 


• The course materials were rather too many and there was a lot of reading to be done.  This presented a 
complicated situation for us to balance community work, organization’s administrative activities and 
academics.  However, as the professor always emphasized, “there is a lot of information and as 
community development professionals, our role should be to wade through the various kennels and get 
out what makes the most sense to us.”  This statement always gave me a grain of hope and the 
motivation to go on, no matter the circumstances. 


• I like the two books they are each “Fifth Discipline” by Senge and Facilitator’s Guide to Participatory 
Decision-Making by Kanner.  The contents of PowerPoint presentations, which presented by both Dr. 
Ben and dr. Mosley are very interesting.  I like the way they teaching skill.  Most of their interesting 
picture, photos and saying can be used in the context of the Pendabas training in my community. 


  
 
4. General Comments 
 


a. What did you like most about the course? 
• I learned the key elements of becoming a good leader as well as the importance of a learning 


organization 
• The concepts of leadership, “Learning Organization”, multidisciplinary perspectives of organization, 


group dynamics, and facilitative decision-making process. The methodologies and approaches used by 
Profs. Mosley and Ben in Towson University. 


• This course was very practiced 
• Ben Lozare’s presentations on Leadership and Organizational Dynamics were inspirational.  The 


faculty was exceptional on the whole in terms of their knowledge. 
• The leadership workshop was terrific.  Ben Lozare and Henry Mosley were pretty good facilitators 


despite the fact that they were very fast, which I think was precipitated by the fact that we had to cover 
a lot in a shorter period of time.  The fact that the topics of leadership, organizations and group 
dynamics that were learned from the leadership workshop were expounded in the online learning gave 
us an opportunity to internalize what we learned from the workshop as well as from the course book 
materials provided.  The topics about shared visions, systems thinking, learning organizations, dead 
horse management, not feeding the dragons, group dynamics, being leaders not rulers, and many more 
are topics to reckon with all my life. 


• In overall, I like the whole courses, wince they are all very closely related with realistic situation.  But I 
like the Fifth Discipline, because it is easy to understand and practical and useful for me. 


  
b. What did you like least about the course? 


• Time was short and there was too much information to digest. 
• The course durations was too short and therefore, we missed out on some exercises.  Perhaps we only 


scratched the surface of the faculty’s immense knowledge. 
 


c.  Will you be able to use what you learned in this course in your community-based work?  Please explain why 
or why not? 
• Yes, I will definitely try to use what I have learned from this course.  Since I work with a group of 


people in the community, learning about being a good leader helps.  At the same time, I would like to 
see my community grow as a learning organization. 


• I would be able to reflect the learning insights gained though this course in my community-based work.  
It has given me more insights about building learning organizations.  In my community, I facilitate 
community as well as different community-based organizations to build their organizational capacities 
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and also to empower themselves in several ways.  This course gave me a lot of insights and thoughts 
which will enrich my capability. 


• Yes, I do.  I can contribute to improve the health services in my country 
• I have tried it in office especially in terms of decision making processes.  I think I have a least educated 


our people on the advantages of the “wisdom of the crowds.”  I have yet to take it to the field.  It will be 
useful especially with the trend of democratization in Bhutan. 


• Learning organizations are vital in enhancing teamwork, boosting every one’s morale to do their best 
and become innovatve at the same time.  This is very, very important for ensuring sustainability of 
organization and programmes.  Shared visions allow ordinary people to do extraordinary things.  As 
community development facilitators we need to be well-equipped with leadership skills to enable us to 
effectively facilitate the people we work with to actively participate in development.  The group 
dynamics are the core for the development and cohesiveness of small community/farmers groups and 
associations.  As community development practitioners, there is need to effectively build the capacity 
of these groups so that the members are able to spearhead development of their respective 
groups/associations and localities on their own.  Secondly, this will increase their potential to undertake 
more complicated issues and problems through lobbying, advocacy, negotiation and communication. 


• Yes of course, I can use what I have learned in leadership course.  For example, the Fifth Discipline 
course can be applied in the context of leadership in my community.  I can teach my community, the 
importance of team learning and sharing of vision, etc.   


 
  
     d.  Do you have additional comments or suggestions for improving this course? 


• I would be good to have more chances for doing some practical exercises. 
• It may be helpful for students to develop their understanding through undertaking assignments.  You 


may think to give assignments to the students to develop case studies from their own communities.  
• An additional week or two on the course would give ample time for completing what was intended by 


Ben and Henry for this course.   
• Not related to the course, but Towson University’s cafeteria during the first stay was the worst 


environmentally educated.  Use of plastics for plates and cups in the cafeteria just pricked my 
conscience during every meal.   


• Please, let the leadership course be allocated at least two weeks and be placed in the middle of the 
residential, and not at the end.  If we had concluded the USA residential with the Adirondack Park, it 
would have been excellent because in the Adirondacks, most of the activities were field-based, and kept 
us very active and on our toes all the time.  In this case, one would not even be thinking about “going 
back home again very soon,” which I think could be attributed to sitting in classroom monotonously. 


• The course, especially the leadership workshop would have been very fantastic had the professors 
included the element of exposure to real learning organizations so that as students, we would have 
gotten an opportunity to interact with staff of that organization.  We (Africa 2000 Network) have done 
this for our small farmers groups in Kisoro by exposing them to their counterparts in the neighboring 
Kabale District where the farmers are somewhat at an advanced stage and it has worked miracles.  The 
farmers share issues of advocacy, collective marketing, records management at 
group/association/household levels, project planning and management, savings mobilization and credit 
management, food security initiatives, post harvest handling, use of local methods to prevent pests and 
diseases in crops and animals, and many more. 


• I don’t have any comments or suggestions for the improvement of the leadership course.  Because it has 
been run very smoothly and effectively. 


 
Rev 2/23/06 
 








Future Generations Graduate School 
______________________________________________________ 


 
Alumni Survey   December 2006 


 
 
1. How useful have the knowledge, skills, concepts and principles learned during 
 your graduate studies been to your work? 
 
 Very useful    Somewhat useful    Not at all useful 
 
 
 Please explain your answer: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Please describe how your community has benefited from your involvement in this 
 Master’s Degree program.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Please describe your current activities to support community change and 
 conservation and how the Master’s Degree program has influenced this work.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







4. From the list below please circle the three courses from which you have learned 
 the most  
 


Term One Courses                                         
Healthy People, Healthy Communities                                      
Practicum: Pedagogy of Place                                     
Sustainable Development: Theory and Practice 
Introduction to Community Development: SEED-SCALE 
 
                                         
Term Two Courses                                         
Nature Conservation and Community Development 
Leadership, Group Decision-Making and Organizational Behavior 
Change Models and Social Movements                               
Practicum: Getting Started, Community-based Action 
 
                                         
Term Three Courses                                       
Agriculture, Food & People                                       
Case Studies in Empowerment                                      
Going to Scale with Community Development 
Research Design and Methods                                      
Practicum: Providing Quality: Iteration and Change 
 
                                         
Term IV Courses                                  
Economics for Decision Makers                                    
Practical Applications for Nonprofit Management 
Himalayan Case Studies                                   
Synthesis and Integration                                        
Practicum: Going to Scale 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







5. From the list below please circle the three courses from which you have learned 
 the least 
 
 


Term One Courses                                         
Healthy People, Healthy Communities                                      
Practicum: Pedagogy of Place                                     
Sustainable Development: Theory and Practice 
Introduction to Community Development: SEED-SCALE 
 
                                         
Term Two Courses                                         
Nature Conservation and Community Development 
Leadership, Group Decision-Making and Organizational Behavior 
Change Models and Social Movements                               
Practicum: Getting Started, Community-based Action 
 
                                         
Term Three Courses                                       
Agriculture, Food & People                                       
Case Studies in Empowerment                                      
Going to Scale with Community Development 
Research Design and Methods                                      
Practicum: Providing Quality: Iteration and Change 
 
                                         
Term IV Courses                                  
Economics for Decision Makers                                    
Practical Applications for Nonprofit Management 
Himalayan Case Studies                                   
Synthesis and Integration                                        
Practicum: Going to Scale 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







6. Please comment on each of the following parts of the blended learning pedagogy: 
 
 


Online interactive learning 
 
 
 
Residential learning 
 
 
 
 
Applied practicum research 


 
 
 
 
 
 
7. What do you think of the following ideas to improve the program for future 
 classes? 
 


a. Lengthening the program to 2 1/2 or 3 years to allow more time between 
 residentials. 
 
  
 
b. Offering five residentials from which students choose four to attend. 
 
 
 
c. Reducing the courses taught by interactive online learning. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
8. What do you think we could do to make the Master’s Degree program better? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







9. Do you feel connected to Future Generations as part of a global learning 
 community?    YES        NO          
 
 Please explain: 
 
 
 
 


 
10.    How would you like to continue to be involved with the work of Future  


 Generations and alumni? 
 
 a. Participate in online discussion groups       Yes  No 
 
  If yes, what topics are of most interest to you? Please list: 
 
  ______________________ 
  ______________________ 
  ______________________ 
  
 b. Contribute updates/articles to an alumni e-newsletter Yes  No 
  
 c. Participate in future training workshops when available Yes  No 
 


d. Add yourself and community work to our web-based  Yes No 
 profile 


 
e.  Other 
 
 __________________________________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________________________ 
 
 __________________________________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________________________ 
 
 


 
 
 


 








 
 


 
Future Generations Master’s Program in Applied Community Change and Conservation 


Practicum:  Prospectus Design (Summary) 
Term II:  10 March – 22 August, 2008 


 
 
Please complete this form carefully.  Check the number of your choice for each statement.  Then write any 
comments in the space provided below each question.   This information is anonymous and will be used only to 
improve the quality of this course and the Master’s program in the future.   Thank you for taking the time to 
complete this evaluation. 
 
 
1.  Contents of Course   Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Course was well organized.           av 3.83 
b.  Material was presented clearly.           av 3.66 
c.  Stated learning outcomes were met.          av 3.67 
d.  Course contributed to my knowledge         av 4.20 


  and understanding of the subject.  
e.  Course contributed to my practical           av 4.00 
     skills and knowledge related to  
     the subject.    
f. The course made a definite            av 3.67 
   contribution to achieving my  
    career goals.   
g. The field experience was            av 4.20 


meaningful and relevant to my  
community-based work.  


h. The interactive online learning           av 3.67 
component of this course contributed to my 
learning and understanding. 


 
Comments: 


• This is the area of my GREATEST frustration.  From the get-go, there were no opportunities to 
process and discuss ideas on what I want to do or was even interested in.  Then trying to piece-meal 
a practicum together, I experience extreme frustration at the “who, what, where, why, and how” of 
it all.  All questions lead to more questions, which intensifies the frustration.  Then, to be held to a 
stringent deadline but was not given the same respect to return the proposal so we could discuss in 
person was the straw that broke the camels back.  Now I feel like I am doing a practicum that I am 
only mildly interested in and has nothing to do with my career goals… which I am still unclear 
about.  The second draft was not returned to us, as of this evaluation, so it is a little unfair to be 
evaluating when, as far as I can tell, the class is only completed on a calendar, not reality.  Every 
time we complete an assignment, it seems the assignment and how it is reviewed and returned 
morphs and changes.  That is both unfair and unprofessional not to mention confusing. 


• Right from Term I, Practicum has been very, very interesting.  This has been due to the fact that 
most of the professors – Pierre-Marie, Dan Wessner, Henry Perry, Daniel Taylor, Lysann, Christie 
Hand, LeeAnn have all been helpful – availing relevant course materials, effective communication 
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and reminders on completing assignments.  Secondly, the input by the professors clearly points to 
the fact that one course builds into another, which becomes some kind of chain.  This is excellent.  
For example, my practicum topic was derived from the survey carried out before the India 
residential as an assighment for Daniel Taylor’s Community Change and Conservation.  
Proofreading the practicum proposals (Henry Perry, Christie), discussing with us the theories of 
change (Pierre-Marie, Dan Wessner):  This helped us a lot in developing and improving the 
proposals, as well as understanding the change theories and applying them in our community 
development work.   


 
 
2. Faculty     Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Knew the subject thoroughly.           av 4.00 
b.  Were prepared for course/lectures          av 4.00 
c.  Encouraged participation.           av 4.50 
d.  Presented material clearly.           av 3.83 
e.  Stated clear goals and objectives.          av 4.00 
f.  Stimulated my interest and made          av 3.83 
     subject a worthwhile learning  
     experience.     
g.  Answered questions effectively.          av 4.00 
h.  Provided useful evaluation.           av 3.83 
i.  Responded in a timely            av 4.17 
  manner to questions, drafts, and 
  final assignments. 
j.  Graded my work fairly.           av 4.33 
k. Were prepared for field assignments          av 4.60 
 
Comments: 


• It would have been good to know on what aspects we will be graded when we were given the 
assignments  


• More practical evidences may enhance students’ capacity 
• This is not taking into account Dan Wessner’s involvement.  His contributions actually helped 


clarify some things but were rebuked by Dan’l Taylor. 
• We need very clear and fixed guidelines in terms of proposal writing from the professors.  And we 


would like to hear the same directions from the professors rather than hearing different suggestions 
from the professors.  Actually Dr. Pierre-Marie explained me the outline of the proposal very 
clearly, but I still need many helps from him. 


• Accordingly, research is the engine of development.  The practicum is very important in this course, 
as we all know.  However, one wonders why it is not allocated adequate time, especially during the 
residentials so that the students can have ample time to discuss with the professors and the 
practicum instructor!  This happened in India and the USA as well.  In order for us to be effective 
community development workers to bring about just development and social change, we need 
credible research skills.  There is need to allocate more time to practicum during the residentials.  
The “mad rush” does not promote a conducive atmosphere for learning, especially for adult 
learners. 
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3. Course Materials    Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 


      5  4  3  2  1 
a.  Readings’ contents were useful           av 4.67 
 to me.  
b.  Readings contained sufficient           av 4.17 
     information for me to complete.  
 assignments. 
c. Readings were useful for field          av 4.40 
 assignments and field research 
d.  Course syllabus was clear, useful,           av 4.17 
     and easy to follow. 
e.  Assignment sheets and other            av 3.67 
 course documents were clear, useful,   
     and easy to follow.        
f.  Course materials will be useful as           av 4.16 


 reference tools.    
 


 
Comments: 


• It would have been good to know on what aspects we will be graded when we were given the 
assignments. 


• The book is very relevant and useful 
• Reading a book in Spanish does not teach me how to speak it.  I feel the same about our course 


materials.  This is not an area I am familiar with so it feels like reading Greek and trying to 
translate.  Challenging. 


• I like Quang’s proposal since it has shown me how to follow the outline. 
• The cybrary workshop was vital in helping us to allocate information for the literature review.  The 


facilitator was slow and took us through the workshop slowly but steadily. 
 
 
4. General Comments 
 


a. What did you like most about the course? 
• Searching for information about my research topic was quite exciting. 
• Lectures in Circleville High School.  One-on-one consultation at Circleville and Towson University 


campus 
• I am learning to do good research 
• NOTHING!!  That’s not right.  Knowing it was finished is what I liked most. 
• I like full course of the practicum 
• The change theories:  For the first time, I came to master the change theories and their applicability 


in the work I do as a community-based development practitioner in rural Uganda.  I liked the way 
the professors were lending a hand to the practicum instructor.  This demonstrates effective team 
work and the fact that Future Generations is a learning organization.  This is a good example for us 
to emulate.  The fact that the practicum instructor has experience in development work is a great 
advantage.  His guidance has been vital and has enabled me to acquire more advanced skills in 
proposal development.  I am eager to earn more when it comes to data collection, coding, analysis 
and production of the practicum report.  The Future Generations Research Director gave useful 
comments that helped me improve my practicum proposal.  He skills will supplement Pierre-
Marie’s; they will backstop one another, which eventually will benefit the students  a great deal. 
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b. What did you like least about the course? 
• I receive a lot of very useful suggestions on formalities of the research paper, but it was a little 


disappointing to receive little professional suggestion on the contents from the professor. 
• The method/way of organizing Cybrary orientation sessions.  These orientation sessions need to be 


tailor-made with lot of exercises.  The sessions were not interactive.  One-on-one exercises may be 
beneficial for the students. 


• Everything.  Confusing, difficult, clear as mud. 
• The fact that it was not allocated adequate time during the last two residentials.  There was some bit 


of confusion caused by the professors, one saying it should be a practicum project and another 
saying a research project.  However, this was later on explained and we understood. 


 
c.  Will you be able to use what you learned in this course in your community-based work?  Please explain why 


or why not? 
• I will definitely use what I have learned from this course in my community because I am doing 


research based on my community. 
• I will be able to use some knowledge and skills (e.g. conducting surveys) in doing my practicum 


research. 
• I can apply research methodologies 
• Somehow, someway, yet 
• Definitely, we can use in our area 
• This course book Doing Research in the Real World by Gray taught me many lessons on various 


topical issues:  Examples include monitoring and evaluation, which are vital in project design and 
implementation; data collection and analysis methods; and many more.  From the practicum course, 
I realized that research should be part and parcel of our every day work.   It is a crosscutting subject 
and needs to be mainstreamed in all our activities.  The theories of change:  When we learned about 
these in Community Change and conservation, Sustainable Development, Social Change and 
Conflict Transformation, I thought it was simply for academic purposes.  The practicum proposal 
challenged my conscious by bringing in the aspect of the theories of change and their applicability.  
This was very, very good.  I applaud the professor who suggested this innovation.  It has made the 
practicum course more meaningful than ever before. 
 


 
     d.  Do you have additional comments or suggestions for improving this course? 


• You may think to provide some practicum research proposals that were developed by the students 
aas guiding tools (but not at the beginning).  It may enrich the students’ capabilities. 


• You have to set aside time that first practicum to meet with each student individually and discuss 
their ideas, brainstorm and process.  If one book isn’t working, use another.  Be clear on what is 
allowed and what isn’t.  The Daniels bring completely different ideas and it was very, very tense 
and confusing.  


• I need more support from the professors in terms of practicum proposal writing. 
• Not really.  Thanks. 


 
Rev 2/23/06 
 








 
 


 
Future Generations Master’s Program in Applied Community Change and Conservation 


Nature Conservation and Management (Summary) 
Term II:  10 March – 22 August, 2008 


 
 
Please complete this form carefully.  Check the number of your choice for each statement.  Then write any 
comments in the space provided below each question.   This information is anonymous and will be used only to 
improve the quality of this course and the Master’s program in the future.   Thank you for taking the time to 
complete this evaluation. 
 
 
1.  Contents of Course   Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Course was well organized.           av 4.50 
b.  Material was presented clearly.           av 4.40 
c.  Stated learning outcomes were met.          av 3.80 
d.  Course contributed to my knowledge          av 4.86 


  and understanding of the subject.  
e.  Course contributed to my practical           av 4.22 
     skills and knowledge related to  
     the subject.    
f. The course made a definite            av 3.33 
   contribution to achieving my  
    career goals.   
g. The field experience was            av 4.00 


meaningful and relevant to my  
community-based work.  


h. The interactive online learning           av 3.75 
component of this course contributed to my 
learning and understanding. 


 
Comments: 


• The lessons were very clear 
• When I thought of Nature Conservation and Management, I think now of future and sustainability.  


Outside of the Wal-Mart issue, little could be applied to my community or career unless I wanted to 
go into logging or forest service management (poor career choice if I want to pay my mortgage!)  I 
had hoped we would have spent more time on environmental technology and permaculture-the two 
almost extremes of how to be environmentally sustainable.  We did not spend much time on water 
issues, if at all.  I was so excited to be taking this course but when I realized it was basically a 
history of the Adirondacks (a beautiful location that in almost 38 years I had never heard much 
about or had any desire to go to), I was disappointed.  In a country with many, many state and 
federal lands, particularly some being currently threatened by oil drilling, I wish we could have 
taken a broader approach.  The community presentations did not follow the guidelines and overall 
did not add to my knowledge of what other countries are doing.  I don’t know if this is because the 
students were confused or unprepared, but we did not receive the overview and discussion time as 
was stated in the syllabus and assignment.  I think Mike did a nice job of trying to find a variety of 
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speakers for us.  I appreciated Karen bringing local news stories to us.  I did not like not having an 
opportunity to discuss face-to-face about the grading of the community project and final. 


• The contents of the course are very comprehensive and profuse.  I like the way they taught us, since 
they combined the readings with real situations in the Adirondacks Park in terms of conservation 
and development.  Particularly, I like the Dr. Mike’s teaching skills, we easily understood his 
accent.  We love him.   


• Professors Karen and Mike were very organized right from the beginning to the end.  The online 
portion of the assignments was so well-organized that it gave us ample time to balance academics 
and our organizations activities.  During the residential, I enjoyed most the Nature Conservation and 
Management field activities especially the exposure to eco-tourism activities and the street surveys 
in the three villages.  I practically observed conservation that puts into consideration the needs of 
the local communities.  The discussions for the sustainable management of the Adirondack Park 
involve all stakeholders, which is not the case in developing countries like Uganda.  This is an 
example to emulate, despite the illiteracy levels here.  In the future, there is need to consider as 
many aspects as possible.  The online partition of the assignments became monotonous with the 
Contested Terrain book.   A range of topics could as well be incorporated because nature 
conservation and management is more than just aforestation, deforestation, and eco-tourism.  I 
would have felt happier had we been introduced to agro forestry practices, management of disasters 
such as landslides, floods, lightening, earthquakes, severe soil erosion, which are rampant in my 
communities and other sub-Saharan (SSA) countries with similar rugged and hilly terrain like 
Kisoro, and Kabale Districts, South-western Uganda.  I loved the presentations by colleagues, 
especially Wendy’s about rain water harvesting.  This is part of conservation and a classic example 
of conservation – harnessing the locally available resources for development. 


 
2. Faculty    Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Knew the subject thoroughly.           av 4.57 
b.  Were prepared for course/lectures          av 4.57 
c.  Encouraged participation.           av 4.57 
d.  Presented material clearly.           av 4.57 
e.  Stated clear goals and objectives.          av 4.43 
f.  Stimulated my interest and made          av 4.29 
     subject a worthwhile learning  
     experience.     
g.  Answered questions effectively.          av 4.57 
h.  Provided useful evaluation.           av 4.00 
i.  Responded in a timely            av 4.71 
  manner to questions, drafts, and 
  final assignments. 
j.  Graded my work fairly.           av 4.33 
k. Were prepared for field assignments          av 4.57 
 
Comments: 


• Excellent teachers 
• I think we all should say that we are very fortunate to have such good professor like Dr.Mike.  I like 


his teaching, he speaks loud and clear which we understand clearly. 
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3. Course Materials    Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 


      5  4  3  2  1 
a.  Readings’ contents were useful           av 4.00 
 to me.  
b.  Readings contained sufficient           av 4.00 
     information for me to complete.  
 assignments. 
c. Readings were useful for field          av 4.14 
 assignments and field research 
d.  Course syllabus was clear, useful,           av 4.57 
     and easy to follow. 
e.  Assignment sheets and other            av 4.57 
 course documents were clear, useful,   
     and easy to follow.        
f.  Course materials will be useful as           av 4.00 


 reference tools.    
 
Comments: 


• Loved McGibbons book.  It was even better because on the way to rejoin the group, I was able to go 
through almost the same route he took in his book and walk some of the same soils.  It was very, 
very cool.  I wish the other students had that experience. 


• All are very good and practical 
 
 
4. General Comments 
 


a. What did you like most about the course? 
• It was interesting to learn about a model of how people can work together for a better change on the 


environment. 
• The field experience was meaningful but it is not relevant to my community-based work. I 


acknowledge that this course has given me a lot of insights to understand the nature conservation 
and its management. 


• Visiting Adirondack Park.  Interactive learning exercises, surveys and visiting different 
communities at Adirondack Park.  Reading course materials especially “Contested Terrain” book. 


• Talking to the guys around the campfire when we were at Paul Smiths, Wal Mart talk, ADK lodge 
• I like the Adirondacks conservation and management system, since they encourage people to live 


the nature, rather than exclude people from nature. 
• The interaction with communities and officials in Adirondacks and the hearing from them first-hand 


the stories of conflicts in the State Park during the survey.  Lodging was at Paul Smiths college and 
ADK Loj were most memorable 


 
b. What did you like least about the course? 


• Since I am not working on environment so it was boring when there was much technical 
information provided. 


• Contested Terrain, and contesting my community presentation grade 
• I like all full courses. 
• Content of the course “conservation” was ambiguous in the sense that there was no clear objective 


to our learning.  We it to apply Adirondacks to our communities?  Will it be applicable and how 
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would we apply it here?  We only learned about ADK’s experiences in the last 100 years or so and 
therefore, it’s almost a history lesson than conservation per se. 


  
c.  Will you be able to use what you learned in this course in your community-based work?  Please explain why 


or why not? 
• I think the model of Adirondacks will be interesting to share with people here. 
• I will be able to use some of the learning such as nature preservation, park governance, eco-tourism, 


etc. in my community-based work through sharing experiences with my communities.  The history 
of nature and the community… 


• Now I can contribute to improve the environment in my communities 
• No really.  I don’t work in park management or timber 
• Definitely we can use what we have learned during the Adirondacks visits.  Actually we are also 


already applying Adirondack’s approaches in QNNP, but still need to learn many things from the 
Adirondacks. 


• Adirondack experiences is a complex issue and perhaps applying conservation programs here would 
be a little too ambitious, however, the process of protecting a tract of land and involving all 
stakeholders is a valuable lesson for everyone and can be applied in decision-making processes of 
communities involved in making a living out of forest resources in Bhutan, the innovative process 
can be replicated given the contextual similarities or dissimilarities. 


 
     d.  Do you have additional comments or suggestions for improving this course? 


• I felt there were too many events scheduled during the residential and some of them were repetitive 
• Let’s use this as a small portion but look at environmental technology and permaculture. 
• Is conservation only about Adirondacks and its experiences?  There is more to conservation than 


human interactions and decision-making.  The course could add more faculty and learning 
objectives to the syllabus. 


 
Rev 2/23/06 
 








Future Generations Graduate School 
______________________________________________________ 


 
Alumni Survey   December 2006 


 
 
1. How useful have the knowledge, skills, concepts and principles learned during 
 your graduate studies been to your work? 
 
 Very useful    Somewhat useful    Not at all useful 
             Very Useful 
 
 Please explain your answer: I’ve had the opportunity to take the knowledge, 
skills, concepts and principles and apply it to everyday activities that I’m involved with at 
home. The methodologies in SEED-SCALE have been instrumental with my relations 
with my community and other organizations that I’m in contact with on a regular basis.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Please describe how your community has benefited from your involvement in this 
 Master’s Degree program. I’ve had the opportunities to build success in land use 
planning and planning with members of my community. We’ve learned to value the 
community involvement, the experts and those who make decisions. The relationship 
building and being focused on having that relationship to build success is visible in our 
ongoing work.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Please describe your current activities to support community change and 
 conservation and how the Master’s Degree program has influenced this work. I 
have shared my knowledge with members of the community in leadership roles. I’ve 
observed internal capacity building taking on a life of its own. This has been a direct 







result in sharing the model of building on success. Im presently mentoring two managers 
in important roles in the community and their leadership potential has risen. This is a 
result of using the skills I’ve learned through the Master’s program. I’ve also been 
successful in taking the Bella Bella Fish Plant business from a profit losing company to a 
profit making business. I lend the successes to the Master’s program.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. From the list below please circle the three courses from which you have learned 
 the most  
 


Term One Courses                                         
Healthy People, Healthy Communities - yes                                     
Practicum: Pedagogy of Place- yes                                     
Sustainable Development: Theory and Practice- yes 
Introduction to Community Development: SEED-SCALE-yes 
 
                                         
Term Two Courses                                         
Nature Conservation and Community Development-yes 
Leadership, Group Decision-Making and Organizational Behavior-yes 
Change Models and Social Movements- yes                               
Practicum: Getting Started, Community-based Action-yes 
 
                                         
Term Three Courses                                       
Agriculture, Food & People- somewhat                                       
Case Studies in Empowerment -yes                                     
Going to Scale with Community Development-yes 
Research Design and Methods- yes                                      
Practicum: Providing Quality: Iteration and Change-yes 
 
                                         
Term IV Courses                                  
Economics for Decision Makers -no                                   
Practical Applications for Nonprofit Management-yes 
Himalayan Case Studies-yes                                   
Synthesis and Integration-yes                                        
Practicum: Going to Scale-yes 


 
 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. From the list below please circle the three courses from which you have learned 
 the least 
 
 


Term One Courses                                         
Healthy People, Healthy Communities                                     
Practicum: Pedagogy of Place- this one                                     
Sustainable Development: Theory and Practice      
Introduction to Community Development: SEED-SCALE     
 
                                         
Term Two Courses                                         
Nature Conservation and Community Development    
Leadership, Group Decision-Making and Organizational Behavior     
Change Models and Social Movements                               
Practicum: Getting Started, Community-based Action     
 
                                         
Term Three Courses                                       
Agriculture, Food & People- this one                                       
Case Studies in Empowerment                                      
Going to Scale with Community Development      
Research Design and Methods- this one                                     
Practicum: Providing Quality: Iteration and Change 
 
                                         
Term IV Courses                                  
Economics for Decision Makers- did not complete course                                    
Practical Applications for Nonprofit Management 
Himalayan Case Studies                                   
Synthesis and Integration                                        
Practicum: Going to Scale 


 
 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Please comment on each of the following parts of the blended learning pedagogy: 
 
 


Online interactive learning 
We had trouble with this one. It wasn’t because it was invaluable. Not enough of 
us participated. Great idea. 
 
 
Residential learning 
This was the most rewarding for me. I found that by seeing the countries we 
visited and the programs and people- the Masters Program was successful.  
 
 
 
Applied practicum research 
Definitely something that I would carry on with.  


 
 
 
 
 
 
7. What do you think of the following ideas to improve the program for future 
 classes? 
 


a. Lengthening the program to 2 1/2 or 3 years to allow more time between 
 residential. If the course load stays the same- extending the masters 
program makes sense. If there was more interaction with faculty, students online 
this would also help. I always felt like there was too many assignments crunched 
into the time allotted for completing the Masters program. If there was more time, 
I’m sure we would have graduated more students.  
 
  







b. Offering five residentials from which students choose four to attend. This 
could work. I think that the residential programs have to fit the curriculum.  
 
 
 
c. Reducing the courses taught by interactive online learning. I’m not sure. 
Like I noted above, I think the course load could be less and the students could 
still master the concepts being taught.  


 
 
 
 
 
 
8. What do you think we could do to make the Master’s Degree program better? If this 


is to stay practical- keep on doing what you’re doing. If you are to make it more 
course based- I’m guessing that you lengthen the period to complete the Masters.  


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Do you feel connected to Future Generations as part of a global learning 
 community?    YES        NO – Yes. We do however require more interaction 
amongst the graduates. I’ve sent out emails and would love to carry on sharing. I’ve had 
little response.          
 
 Please explain: 
 
 
 
 


 
10.    How would you like to continue to be involved with the work of Future  


 Generations and alumni? 
 
 a. Participate in online discussion groups       Yes  No- 
yes 
 
  If yes, what topics are of most interest to you? Please list: 
 
  Offering my experiences and mentoring 
  ______________________ 
  ______________________ 







  
 b. Contribute updates/articles to an alumni e-newsletter Yes  No- 
Yes 
  
 c. Participate in future training workshops when available Yes  No- 
yes 
 


d. Add yourself and community work to our web-based  Yes No- 
yes 


 profile 
 


e.  Other 
 
 __________________________________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________________________ 
 
 __________________________________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________________________ 
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Future Generations Master’s Program in Applied Community Change and Conservation 


U.S. Residential Evaluation  
May 14 - June 25, 2008 


 
 
Please complete this form carefully.  Check the number of your choice for each statement.  Then write any 
comments in the space provided below each question.   This information is anonymous and will be used only to 
improve the quality of this course and the master’s program in the future.   Thank you for taking the time to 
complete this evaluation. 
 
 
      Strongly       Strongly 
1.   Summer Peacebuilding Institute (EMU) Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Time was well organized            4.6 
b.  Stated learning outcomes were met           4.7 
c.  Time spent contributed to my            4.5 


knowledge and understanding  
 of the course material 
d.  Facilities were acceptable             4.8 
e. Sufficient classroom space            5.0 
f. The overall experience was             4.8 


helpful to my learning experience  
 
Comments: 


• Very good experience 
• Got to know more about international politics in one week than I had in my whole life. Great group 


interaction. Good side workshops. Liked class breaks and mugs and tea in class. Very interactive and 
fun. 


• Wonderful course, very useful 
• To study at EMU campus, surrounded by a quiet town is so helpful instead of a noisy city 
• Peace-building course is very important issue, but personally I don’t like to be involved in this kind of 


issue which is a bit sensitive politically 
• Course was helpful, informative, and worth learning 
• It would be good in the future if Future Generations students can have an opportunity to participate in 


two sessions, namely 1) strategic peace-building and non-violence, and 2) peace-building and 
development – this is more relevant to our work.  
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2.   Circleville/North Mountain  Strongly       Strongly 
      (STAR, Pof P, Practicum)  Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Time was well organized            4.3 
b.  Stated learning outcomes were met           4.5 
c.  Time spent contributed to my            4.4 


knowledge and understanding  
 of the course material  
d.  Facilities were acceptable             4.6 
e. Sufficient classroom space            4.6 
g. The overall experience was             4.6 


helpful to my learning experience  
 
Comments: 


• It was new for me. And insightful. 
• Cabin was wonderful and beautiful but too isolated from the guys. If they had been in a cabin it would 


have been nice. Great place to reflect, make meals, chill, do homework. TMI was great; loved learning 
about casements. Dinner at Dan’s and Dan’l’s  and learning from Alex was a highlight. 


• Wonderful courses, very useful 
• To study in a rural area and climbing mountains helped us to start our critical thinking 
• We need more written materials including Powerpoint presentation of Circleville 
• Good learning experience 
• Very good 


 
3.   Baltimore - Towson University  Strongly       Strongly 
      (Practicum, Cybrary)   Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Time was well organized.            4.2 
b.  Stated learning outcomes were met           4.2 
c.  Time spent contributed to my            4.2 


knowledge and understanding  
 of the course material. 
d.  Facilities were acceptable            4.3 
e. Sufficient classroom space           4.9 
h. The overall experience was            4.5 


helpful to my learning experience  
 
Comments: 


• The knowledge of the lessons was very insightful and helpful. Therefore, the student should be 
provided a handbook about the class. 


• Practicum was repetitive and confusing. Would have been nice to spend more time in slums or at home-
stays. Cybrarian was helpful. Kevin’s talk was great. Food was good. Did not leave with a cultural 
understanding of Baltimore. 


• The knowledge of lessons was very insightful and helpful.  Therefore, the students should be provided a 
handbook about the class. 


• Wonderful course 
• It was a wonderful experience in a city with many universities.  The visit to Johns Hopkins University 


was unforgettable 
• No comment at the moment.  I think it has been good! 
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• Good learning experience 
 


4.   Philadelphia    Strongly       Strongly 
      (Pedagogy of Place)   Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Time was well organized.            3.4 
b.  Stated learning outcomes were met           3.9 
c.  Time spent contributed to my            3.8 


knowledge and understanding  
 of the course material. 
d.  The overall experience was            3.9 


helpful to my learning experience  
 


Comments: 
• It should be well organized. 
• Interesting 
• Teachers did not work with Kristen in planning this day, and she thought they would be there for two or 


three days, not one.  Many plans were cut off because of lack of communication.  It was a huge 
responsibility that she took, but in effect, the teachers made her feel like it was not a big deal at all. 


• Perhaps is better to sleep at least one night to see around. 
• More time will be needed in future 
• We learned a lot but it seemed like the professors did not lend a hand to Kristen to organize.  It became 


a “Kristen issue,” as some people were heard saying. 
• Good experience. 


 
 


5.  Adirondacks 
(Adirondaks Loj, Paul Smiths)  Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Time was well organized.            4.8 
b.  Stated learning outcomes were met           4.8 
c.  Time spent contributed to my            4.9 


knowledge and understanding  
 of the course material 
d.  Facilities were acceptable             5.0 
e. Sufficient classroom space            5.0 
i. The overall experience was             5.0 


helpful to my learning experience  
 
Comments: 


• Wonderful course 
• Loved saw mill, maple syrup, B&B, stage coach, APA, DEC, Mike’s dynamic teaching and 


organization.  Wonderful!  Loj was a wonderful environment for group time after class and we had a 
chance to meet many locals and go deeply into issues.  Staff was nice, food good, lake rocked, classes 
superb. 


• Adirondacks experience was very meaningful and helpful for me in the context of my community. 
• It was the best experience/model of conservation putting into consideration development and human 


needs; ecotourism and famers’ creativity at its highest.  It was a great experience. 
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• Great learning experience. 
• It was very insightful and inspiring exposure! 


 
6.   Baltimore - Towson University  Strongly       Strongly 
      (Leadership and Org. Dynamics)  Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Time was well organized.            4.8 
b.  Stated learning outcomes were met           4.8 
c.  Time spent contributed to my            4.8 


knowledge and understanding  
 of the course material. 
d.  Facilities were acceptable            4.8 
e. Sufficient classroom space           5.0 
j. The overall experience was            4.9 


helpful to my learning experience  
 
Comments: 


• Excellent. This course should receive more attention from the teachers. 
• Wonderful course, useful course 
• Splendid, will definitely use class immediately, dinner at Henry’s house great, felt safe, good time 


organization.  Not overwhelming 
• We would like to increase the academic hours 
• I need more time with leadership course.  I think leadership course if very important for me, how to be 


a good leadership with my community. 
• I wish this workshop could be allocated more time.  Time was too short.  Facilitators rushed through 


some if not most of the sessions to cover everything that would have taken two weeks. 
• Good course 
• This course is well-designed and insightful 


 
Please list what you liked most about this residential: 


• Relation between students and teachers. 
• Faculty, interaction with community, lessons, the places in general. 
• Adirondacks, diversity, active learning, and experiencing local culture. Lake Placid was awesome. 


EMU was very helpful and eye-opening, with so many people. Enjoyed making dinner together. Going 
to houses for dinner was great. Spending time with professors. 


• Study material, exposure, accommodation and food 
• Visit to Adirondacks; leadership course and the places visited 
• We interacted with professors a great deal and learned a lot from them; we were introduced to 


interesting new ideas/concepts bout learning and development in Latin America; visiting Future 
Generations North Mountain and meeting graduate school board was insightful 


• I like the village community development of Circleville.  It really gave me new insight, particularly.  I 
like the management system and eco-tourism development activities in Adirondacks Park.   


• University classroom with full equipment.  Enough food.  Professors are well-organized. 
• We had great professors who led us through an inspiring learning journey; I really appreciate the 


communities we had visited 
• Learning from each other and various instructors 
• Experience in SPI – peace-building course; immersion in a rural context (Circleville and Franklin); visit 


to historical places, monuments in Washington DC; exposure in the Adirondacks, and leadership 
course. 
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Please list what you liked least about this residential: 


• Time management. 
• Loved cabin so much but felt unsafe because if we had an emergency, there was no one to call. I would 


like to know in advance when we will not have/will have internet and phone service to let my 
family/friends know when they can’t contact me. 


• Having meals too early in some places (i.e. Adirondacks, SPI); apart from the Adirondacks, we were 
not given clear programs/activities lined up in most places; it was too long.  Four weeks could be ideal 
time to ensure we don’t miss our families too much.   


• Peace-building course, which is very politically sensitive for me at the moment.  I don’t like political 
issues. 


• Driving 10 hours in a van that has no AC on an unusually hot and humid day 
• 1) Circleville – seemed unclear and unorganized but not for a lack of trying; 2) the van – hot, bald tires, 


and no music on long drives 
 
Please list any suggestions you have for improving the quality of the U.S.  Residential: 


• Students should have a day per week to organize their class. 
• Home-stays would be nice. More time to process information. More assignments based on reading. 


Four weeks maximum. Air conditioned vans with working radio or CD player, more emphasis on 
seatbelts. Lots of miscommunication between staff; relationship tension was obvious to students and 
had a negative effect on learning. More cohesion with goals of program. 


• Time is very constrained 
• Reverse the above stated dislikes, all will be ok.  Thanks.   
• We need more time to digest the knowledge that we learned from professors. 
• To increase the number of van drivers, in order to ensure safe trip. 
• One day a week for students to reflect on the week of learning will be good 
• 1) balance between rural and urban was good, but let’s get a little dirtier and spend time with people – 


not as a survey – in “slums” and country, city, rural; 2) let’s give something back to the community – 
volunteer or mentoring or any nonprofit opportunity 


• Cybrary course may be reviewed.  This course should be focused on only the students’ requirements. 
 
 
Please list any additional comments you have concerning the U.S.  Residential: 


• Great range of broad experiences. Like the length of time at each place. Really became comfortable 
with each place. Person who knew schedule and answers was not clear. Food was extremely well 
organized and good. More Dan Wessner classes and Dan’l classes would have been nice; I appreciated 
their time with us. 


• More exposure 
• Over all great exposure, but some rest is needed in between 
• Time management is still problem! 
• Great job! 
• Students should have exposure on UN’s role in globalization.  Also corruption, it’s implications and the 


role of Transparency International may be included in the context of social change. 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. 6/23/08 
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Future Generations Master’s Program in Applied Community Change and Conservation 


Pedagogy of Place:  United States (Summary) 
Term II:  10 March – 22 August, 2008 


 
 
Please complete this form carefully.  Check the number of your choice for each statement.  Then write any 
comments in the space provided below each question.   This information is anonymous and will be used only to 
improve the quality of this course and the Master’s program in the future.   Thank you for taking the time to 
complete this evaluation. 
 
 
1.  Contents of Course   Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Course was well organized.           av 4.50 
b.  Material was presented clearly.           av 4.57 
c.  Stated learning outcomes were met.          av 4.71 
d.  Course contributed to my knowledge          av 4.71 


  and understanding of the subject.  
e.  Course contributed to my practical           av 4.57 
     skills and knowledge related to  
     the subject.    
f. The course made a definite            av 4.14 
   contribution to achieving my  
    career goals.   
g. The field experience was            av 4.29 


meaningful and relevant to my  
community-based work.  


h. The interactive online learning           av 4.20 
component of this course contributed to my 
learning and understanding. 


 
Comments: 


• The course was very useful for me. 
• The Centerville stuff was kind of weird in that we were given odd instructions and essentially told 


to figure it out.  I was uncomfortable for many personal reasons.  I felt like when I spoke to the 
residents, they were more open to discuss than when my counterparts asked questions, but that 
didn’t seem fair to them.  I would have liked the opportunity to learn how to survey and interview 
better had a clear example been given.  I feel as if I am trying to find my way a great deal.  This is 
why I am in school, rather than just reading books and then going out to try it on my own. I want to 
glean from the experiences of those teaching us.  Otherwise, it was fine.  It’s always interesting to 
read Wessner’s comments on our paper.  He has challenged me to think differently. 


• I have no comments, but I would like to extend my heartfelt appreciation to Dan Wessner, Daniel 
Taylor, Pierre-Marie, Christie Hand, LeeAnn, and Kristen Baskin for the PoP.  At least we had 
something to learn from the places visited.  The QT rubric helped me a lot to develop analytical 
skills, and improve my English language.  The same skills helped me a great deal in practicum 
proposal development.  The visit to Philadelphia revealed, Baltimore, and many other places 
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revealed to me that developing countries and the developed ones at times have similar problems.  
We came to learn that unemployment, underemployment, being idle and disorderly are prevalent in 
West Philadelphia.  In Baltimore, I saw drunkards staggering on their bicycles; in Washington, I 
saw some men sleeping on the streets, which made me compare their lifestyle with hat of the 
critically impoverished pygmies in SW Uganda.  


• The contents of the course are very comprehensive in terms of the community development.  It 
really taught me the processes of the community change and development.  How community change 
and why change is being made.  The pedagogy study also taught us how to carry out survey in 
diverse community. 


 
 
2. Faculty     Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Knew the subject thoroughly.           av 4.71 
b.  Were prepared for course/lectures          av 4.86 
c.  Encouraged participation.           av 4.86 
d.  Presented material clearly.           av 4.86 
e.  Stated clear goals and objectives.          av 4.43 
f.  Stimulated my interest and made          av 4.57 
     subject a worthwhile learning  
     experience.     
g.  Answered questions effectively.          av 4.71 
h.  Provided useful evaluation.           av 4.57 
i.  Responded in a timely            av 5.00 
  manner to questions, drafts, and 
  final assignments. 
j.  Graded my work fairly.           av 4.67 
k. Were prepared for field assignments          av 4.57 
 
Comments: 


• The teacher was excellent.  
• This is difficult because we had two teachers.  I would have liked seeing Taylor’s comments on 


Circleville and our work.  Both Taylor and Wessner are the most interesting teachers and motivate 
me in very different ways.  It’s a joy to learn from them!  


• No major comments, but just wondering why there was no course evaluation for the PoP in Term I 
and PoP I think did not appear on our official transcripts.  Please correct me if I am wrong. 


• Both Dr. Daniel and Dan have been working hard for our pedagogy study.  They not only provides 
us so many new insights in terms of the U.S. village community.  I have learned so many things 
from the pedagogy, particularly, the environmental protection and public sanitation.  I have visited 
few countries before coming to the U.S., but I never have seen such a clean community like U.S. 
villages.  Dr. Dan Wessner has explained to me how to write the proposal and the QT outline 
patiently.  I am very much appreciated with that.  


 
3. Course Materials    Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 


      5  4  3  2  1 
a.  Readings’ contents were useful           av 4.57 
 to me.  
b.  Readings contained sufficient           av 4.43 
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     information for me to complete.  
 assignments. 
c. Readings were useful for field          av 4.29 
 assignments and field research 
d.  Course syllabus was clear, useful,           av 4.14 
     and easy to follow. 
e.  Assignment sheets and other            av 4.57 
 course documents were clear, useful,   
     and easy to follow.        
f.  Course materials will be useful as           av 4.14 


 reference tools.    
 
 


Comments: 
• We need more powerpoint introductions rather than distribute the written copies.  Because it is easy 


for us to learn. 
  


 
4. General Comments 
 


a. What did you like most about the course? 
• Workshop on “Trauma Healing”.  Exposure in the rural context of America (Circleville, North 


Mountain and the community of West Virginia).  Exposure in Adirondack Park.  Lecture of a 
school teacher (in Baltimore). 


• I knew different contexts in the USA 
• The Wal-Mart talk.  I wanted to spend a lot more time with the community organizers.  They’re 


doing what I am interested in doing. 
• The QTCCFASFASFASRQ Rubric.  The fact that we were given an assignment by Dan Wessner to 


analyze each and every place visited and lessons learned using the above rubric was an excellent 
move to keep our minds updated.  The graded assignments with the useful comments will act as a 
reference guide for us in the future.  Information is power.  Knowledge is wealth.  Development is 
dynamic and there is need to learn a wide range of issues.  PoP clearly provided a good platform for 
learning various development approaches, theories, issues and the like. 


• Circleville village and Adirondacks 
• It was very useful to learn to use the rubric of QT to read materials and also to evaluate events that 


happen around me everyday. 
 
  


b. What did you like least about the course? 
• Circleville surveys. 
• Interaction with communities and receiving information first hand 
• Nothing.  I liked the whole course.  Only that at times my head would be overflowing with 


information and would tussle it hard to come up with exactly which relevant topic to write about.  A 
case in point is West Virginia (Circleville). 


• It was a difficult process to grasp the way of writing the rubric. 
 
  


c.  Will you be able to use what you learned in this course in your community-based work?  Please explain why 
or why not? 
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• The experience gained in the American rural contexts at Circleville, and the “experiment” of nature 
conservation in Adirondack Park.  I would be able to uses these learning insights in my own 
community. 


• Yes.  I can lead the process of social change in my communities. 
• Yes 
• Bringing experiences home and experimenting will always be useful for any community-based 


work.  The pedagogy of places from Eastern Mennonite to West Virginia and the Adirodacks will 
be useful in terms of how we can process change and bring about change through the learning. 


• Yes:  
o Analytical skills and English language improvement = enhancement of effective 


communication 
o Good project reports for the donors can be possible with analytical skills and a good 


command of the English language (written) 
o Analytical skills are relevant for me as a community development practioner to effectively 


facilitate the communities I work with in various community development activities 
o At a personal level, the skills are important in our families, nurturing children, transforming 


conflicts in our lives, and with colleagues/family members, and many more. 
o Exposure plays a vital role in changing people’s attitudes.  The lessons learned from various 


places can be replicated to the community where I work.  
• Yes, most of contents of the pedagogy study can be applied in my community; at least we can 


learn from them how to keep the environment as clean as Circleville village.  Particularly, the 
sewer system is very good; they don’t pollute the river that we do in our community 


• Yes, of course.  I can use the rubric to analyze situations that occur within the community and 
try to understand it. 


  
     d.  Do you have additional comments or suggestions for improving this course? 


• No suggestions or comments, it has been well-organized, everything is very appropriate for us.  
Only problem is that we cannot keep up the time management.  


Rev 2/23/06 
 








 
 


 
Future Generations Master’s Program in Applied Community Change and Conservation 


Introduction to Community Change and Conservation 
Term 1:  September 2007-February 2008 


EVALUATION SUMMARY 
 
Please complete this form carefully.  Check the number of your choice for each statement.  Then write any 
comments in the space provided below each question.   This information is anonymous and will be used only to 
improve the quality of this course and the Master’s program in the future.   Thank you for taking the time to 
complete this evaluation. 
 
 
1.  Contents of Course   Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Course was well organized.           5.0 av 
b.  Material was presented clearly.           4.8 av 
c.  Stated learning outcomes were met.          4.7 av 
d.  Course contributed to my knowledge          4.4 av 


  and understanding of the subject.  
e.  Course contributed to my practical           4.6 av 
     skills and knowledge related to  
     the subject.    
f. The course made a definite            4.3 av 
   contribution to achieving my  
    career goals.   
g. The field experience was            4.6 av 


meaningful and relevant to my  
community-based work.   


h. The interactive online learning           4.1 av 
component of this course contributed to my 
learning and understanding. 


 
Comments: 


• The contents of courses were very useful and practical, particularly the SEED SCALE approaches 
taught me the way to working with development and change based on people’s behaviors.  I think 
the SEED SCALE is a very important method that is very closely related with people who are 
working for development-based program.  I can say I am very clear about the SEED SCALE since I 
have opportunity to review it with my boss Nawang .  I ready translated the SEED SCALE 
presentation into Tibetan, it looks very good.  I am going to distribute the knowledge to my 
community.  It teaches us the way to change and how we change, what based change. 


• Contents of course were very interesting and relevant to our community and our responsibility 
• Highly appreciate course design and the place where it starts (Sevagram Gandhi Ashram) 
• New concepts such as the SEED SCALE were learnt from the eCCC course, for the very first time; 


the SEED SCALE concept was the most exciting rural development methodology learnt from the 
CCC course.  I and colleagues have already started applying the same in rural development work in 
Kisoro District, Southwestern Uganda 
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• Perhaps how to make the evaluation plan and scaling up plan should be commented into the 
residential time 


• The course of Community Change and Conservation was useful for us we learn from the experience 
of our teacher and students how to bring positive change in the community 


 
 
 
2. Faculty    Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Knew the subject thoroughly.           4.9 av 
b.  Were prepared for course/lectures          4.8 av 
c.  Encouraged participation.           5.0 av 
d.  Presented material clearly.           4.7 av 
e.  Stated clear goals and objectives.          4.9 av 
f.  Stimulated my interest and made          4.8 av 
     subject a worthwhile learning  
     experience.     
g.  Answered questions effectively.          4.7 av 
h.  Provided useful evaluation.           4.8 av 
i.  Responded in a timely            4.8 av 
  manner to questions, drafts, and 
  final assignments. 
j.  Graded my work fairly.           4.8 av 
k. Were prepared for field assignments          4.4 av 
 
Comments: 


• Dr. Daniel has very effective skills to encourage student to move ahead with course.  He encourages 
me to move ahead with my all assignments, he correct our assignments very carefully with many 
comments.  I am very much apprenticed with his input for our program. 


• Professor was very smart and extant in using of his training methods 
• I salute my professors 
• I really appreciated professor’s guidance and comments on the work plans.  I now clearly 


understand the difference between work plan, evaluation plan, and scale-up plan.  The three are 
very vital for the success of any project. 


o Secondly, the CCC course opened my eyes with regard to choosing a good research topic.  
Often times, researchers do carry out a study basing on what interests them the most.  
However, if scaling-up is a problem, then it does not make sense. 


o I cannot hesitate to say that the CCC is relevant since it is closely interrelated with other 
courses, especially Sustainable Development and Practicum (Research Design and 
Methods).  As a result of participating in this course, it is a blessing that I already know my 
research topic – “organic vs. inorganic production of Irish potatoes in Kosoro District, 
South-western Uganda.’  The interrelatedness of the courses makes the course more 
enjoyable to us as students, and creates a whole new meaning to the Master’s program. 


• The lecture and document was prepared according to the subject.  The participants were encouraged 
to participate to share in discussion, the goal and objectives were clear. 
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3. Course Materials    Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 


      5  4  3  2  1 
a.  Readings’ contents were useful           4.8 av 
 to me.  
b.  Readings contained sufficient           4.1 av 
     information for me to complete.  
 assignments. 
c. Readings were useful for field          4.2 av 
 assignments and field research 
d.  Course syllabus was clear, useful,           4.5 av 
     and easy to follow. 
e.  Assignment sheets and other            4.8 av 
 course documents were clear, useful,   
     and easy to follow.        
f.  Course materials will be useful as           4.8 av 


 reference tools.    
 


 
Comments: 


• Course materials were very practical and useful.  I like them. 
• Materials were well organized 
• The way of teaching the course and participatory approach helps me a lot.  The examples used for 


community change were very realistic.  Thanks again for eye-opening. 
• At first I did not know how to access the course documents and assignments from the Blackboard.  


The professor was lenient to me and emailed me the competence assignment two days before the 
deadline (Sept/Oct 2007) directly via email.  This made me realize that Future Generations 
professors are full of compassion, which promotes a conducive learning atmosphere and good 
performance.  The SEED-SCALE Power Point presentations with explanatory notes made it easy to 
understand the SEED-SCALE model 


• The reading contents were useful which was useful for the field assignment.  The course material 
also help us in connection of assignments. 
 
  


4. General Comments 
 


a. What did you like most about the course? 
• SEED SCALE methodologies 
• The interactive learning and seminar kind of classes rather than the one way lectures practiced by 


many 
• Relevance of the course subject to my field and using of three partnership methods 
• Lots of things.  The place where course started in Ashram.  Contents and design of the course. 
• SEED-SCALE as already explained above.  The competency assignment where we were asked to 


list the top-down and outside-in partners in our districts was refreshing.  The work plans, especially 
the evaluation and scale up plans.  They are useful to us as students and development practitioners 
as well.   


• We enjoyed most with PowerPoint presentations with their comments 
• Group work and discussion 
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• Through this course I learned different perspectives on community development ideas.  I liked the 
course because it not only introduced relevant theories but also presented with practical examples 
and blended with hands –on projects. 


 
 


b. What did you like least about the course? 
• Less residential and student-professor interaction in a classroom 
• The practical time for the course is not sufficient, multi-media should be used in such course 
• I felt there were too much information and knowledge to learn in such a short time 


 
c.  Will you be able to use what you learned in this course in your community-based work?  Please explain why 


or why not? 
• What I have learned from the course were closely related with my community, particularly SEED 


SCALE approaches is can be replaced to all development works.  And nowadays it is became very 
popular methods in worldwide 


• Yes 
• Yes, especially our community is need more for changing of behaviors and all negative aspect 
• Yes, community change is the important topic in our syllabus.  It will direct me my further course 


of action in my community-based work in Gadchiroli. 
• Yes, I’ll be able to use what I learned in the CCC course in my community-based work.  As already 


explained in 2 above, the SEED-SCALE is already being applied in our work in Kisoro District.  
The development of work plans has been shared with workmates and they all appreciate the content 
of this course and the Master’s program in general. 


• Already I am applying the knowledge acquired into the course material. 
• The community change conservation idea is useful.  But due to security in some part of the province 


that is not an easy task to implement. 
• I will definitely be able to use some of the knowledge I have learned from this course because I am 


working at the community level and many of the points in this course stress the importance of the 
community and how we can better work with the community. 
 
 


d. Do you have additional comments or suggestions for improving this course? 
• I have no suggestions and comments for improving the course; only problem is that student could 


not be able to keep up with course schedule.  And lack self-initiative.  Student need more 
encouragements or pressure from professors in order to work with schedule more punctual. 


• Yes, if possible for each session to distribute the conclusion of the topic all the time   
• No comments – but I will share by meelings.  For each and every batch course must be start in 


Sevagram.  I think Sevagram is very useful place to learn community change and start course. 
• I would think that practical exercises such as the ones done during the India residential for 


Practicum and HPHC would make the CCC course more relevant, and exciting.  The chart site 
could be made more active if all students and professors would actively make good use of it. 


• I think that everything is well organized. 
• Such course for community conservation is very useful. 


 
Rev 2/23/06 
 
 
 
 
 
  








 
 


 
Future Generations Master’s Program in Applied Community Change and Conservation 


Pedagogy of Place:  Peru - Summary 
Term III:  13 September, 2008 – 28 February, 2009 


 
 
Please complete this form carefully.  Check the number of your choice for each statement.  Then write any 
comments in the space provided below each question.   This information is anonymous and will be used only to 
improve the quality of this course and the Master’s program in the future.   Thank you for taking the time to 
complete this evaluation. 
 
 
1.  Contents of Course   Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Course was well organized.          av 4.63 
b.  Material was presented clearly.          av 4.71 
c.  Stated learning outcomes were met.         av 4.75 
d.  Course contributed to my knowledge         av 4.88 


  and understanding of the subject.  
e.  Course contributed to my practical          av 4.88 
     skills and knowledge related to  
     the subject.    
f. The course made a definite           av 4.71 
   contribution to achieving my  
    career goals.   
g. The field experience was           av 4.63 


meaningful and relevant to my  
community-based work.  


h. The interactive online learning          av 4.29 
component of this course contributed to my 
learning and understanding. 


 
Comments: 
• Too much of the same at times, wanted to get to know one village more 
• It was very interesting course and we have seen which we never seen before, but there was so many 


repetitions experiences and models.  No more repetition in future, we can spend this time on other course as 
well. 


• Not sure what was Pedagogy of Place and what was FWS. 
• Well-organized and thoughtful 
• An hour and a half of graphical presentation (IN SPANISH) on health in Cusco by the Health Director put 


half the class to sleep.  It was an interesting afternoon trying to read the graphs in Spanish and listening to 
our translator. 


• CLAS was good, but monotonous.  Engaging communities in program design, implementation and M&E is 
vital.  This facilitates bottom up decision making and motivates everyone to own the program for 
sustainability. 
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2. Faculty     Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Knew the subject thoroughly.          av 4.86 
b.  Were prepared for course/lectures         av 4.58 
c.  Encouraged participation.          av 4.71 
d.  Presented material clearly.          av 4.29 
e.  Stated clear goals and objectives.         av 4.50 
f.  Stimulated my interest and made         av 4.43 
     subject a worthwhile learning  
     experience.     
g.  Answered questions effectively.         av 4.57 
h.  Provided useful evaluation.          av 4.0 
i.  Responded in a timely           av 4.14 
  manner to questions, drafts, and 
  final assignments. 
j.  Graded my work fairly.          av 3.60 
k. Were prepared for field assignments         av 4.60 
 
Comments: 


 
• The learning about CLAS was monotonous and in a way became like a sleeping pill in class.  There was 


too much CLAS and the time would have otherwise been utilized for something else.  For example, I wish 
we were made to do a survey in Peru to enrich our research skills.  The time could have also been divided 
for other classes.  My greatest expectation, as earlier promised by Pierre-Marie during the USA residential 
was that we would learn about data analysis during the Peru residential.  This never happened.  I still feel 
ill-equipped to accomplish successfully the practicum, though I will employ the services of people who can 
analyze data for me, which is not cost effective. 


• When we came back to our communities from Peru, one of the Pedagogy of Place assignments was to 
describe the Huacarpay Wetland area and submit the one page assignment to Bob Fleming.  However, I 
have never gotten any response from him and wondering how I performed, or whether he got the 
assignment or not. 


• During Bob Fleming’s classes we had guest speakers who presented good PowerPoints on Nature 
Conservation and Management in Peru.  It would have made more sense if we were availed copies of such 
vital materials to enhance our learning from other areas.  This was never done. 


• Excellent faculties – knowledgeable, experienced and devoted with diverse professional background! 
• Cannot answer because not sure who teachers were – seems there were multiples and changes.  Alex, our 


classmate, did a fabulous job. 
• Yes, they all have been very active and facilitate us while we were there. 
• Laura needs to learn how to be engaging and get the fire back but all the others were superb.  Alex was 


incredible! 
 
 


3. Course Materials    Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 


      5  4  3  2  1 
a.  Readings’ contents were useful          av 4.5 
 to me.  
b.  Readings contained sufficient          av 4.67 
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     information for me to complete.  
 assignments. 
c. Readings were useful for field         av 4.67 
 assignments and field research 
d.  Course syllabus was clear, useful,          av 4.67 
     and easy to follow. 
e.  Assignment sheets and other           av 4.43 
 course documents were clear, useful,   
     and easy to follow.        
f.  Course materials will be useful as          av 4.50 


 reference tools.    
 
Comments: 
• Good! 
• Again, don’t remember which reading material feel into this class or if there was any.  We did read about 


Peru in multiple classes. 
• Very useful course materials 


 
4. General Comments 
 


a. What did you like most about the course? 
• Exposure to the Huacarpay Wetland and Lake area.  Knowing about the successes registered under the 


class and the fact that CLAS is now a law.  The sharing with Peruvian/Andean development practitioners 
(cannot remember the names of the lady and gentleman that shared with us through a PowerPoint 
presentation) 


• The interaction with various communities in Peru, despite the language barrier.  IN once place, an old man 
shouted “Obama” when he saw me.  This reminded me of the fact that Obama’s support is indeed global 
and by people of all walks of life.  In Huanuco, I made many friends, especially the young girls.  Eight of 
them came to visit me at Hotel Garu.  Communication was a problem and we would use some bit of “sign 
language.”  I have each one of them necklaces made of beads and they were happy.  This taught me many 
lessons (i) the young girls liked me probably due to my color and as young people they recognize that we 
are of different colors, speak different languages but we are one people.  (ii) We are role models to the 
young people.  When they see us climbing the ladder in terms of education and advancing in our careers, 
they get motivated to go on.  (iii) Learning many languages is the road for any person to become a global 
citizen.  I was challenged a great deal that I need to learn Spanish and any other international language.  
With determination and courage, everything is possible.   


• Dr. Laura Altobelli, despite her busy schedule, was always there for us.  At the end of the residential, we 
had a final session and asked her so many questions/clarifications about CLAS.  It would have made maore 
sense if Bob Fleming had done likewise.  We only came to learn that he flew back to the USA without 
bidding farewell, which made me feel the some professors may treat students as AOB as such. 


• Learning about different cultures and meeting different local people 
• It was a privileged for me to get an extensive exposure on CLAS intervention.  Similarly to see the 


archeological ruins, biodiversity of Peru and historical places. 
• Peru was fun 
• I liked Machu Picchu and Huacarpay Wetland so much 
• I liked all course 
• Site visits and talking to Peruvians 
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b. What did you like least about the course? 
• Too little time in too few villages, a lot of the same at times 
• Repeated CLAS visits 
• Not sure who instructors were.  Never received feedback from Bob on our assignment.  That seemed 


relevant since his course will be based on the format of that assignment. 
• The knowledge we learned is not very useful for our practical work 
• The Huacarpay exercise of documenting the taxa seen there was a good one.  It would have been marvelous 


if such an exercise combined with say GIS to enable us to become better community development 
practitioners – managers, planners, M&E fellows. 


 
c.  Will you be able to use what you learned in this course in your community-based work?  Please explain why 


or why not? 
  


• Yeah, not only in community development work but in our personal lives as well 
• Not really because most of the information we received is about health systems.  The main message is 


Seed-Scale which we have been learning since the first semester.  I think Seed Scale will definitely be 
useful for our practical work. 


• Of course, I would be able to use in my work what I learned from Peru residential.  I gained valuable 
insights and exposures on empowerment, biodiversity, application of Seed-Scale theory to build a strong 
ground for establishing a co-managed health system.  However, we witnessed the “Seed-Scale” as a process 
of activating empowerment at the community and growing local successes in both quantitative and 
qualitative ways. 


• It was wonderful exposure to see that Future Generations, in partnership with the Ministry of Health in 
Peru, created a strong co-managed health care delivery system that reaches more than one-third of the 
population in the hard-to-reach areas.  It has brought significant changes in the health care systems that 
changed the public health indicators:  reducing of chronic child malnutrition, neonatal, child and maternal 
child mortality rates that enhanced the sustained quality of life.  


•  It was evident that the “Seed-Scale” approach ensured greater utilization of the public-private and 
community resources.  It has empowered the powerless and that of created/built “imaginative leadership” 
which is a vital vehicle for social change and to some extent revolutionary at the local level.  It involves 
“individual discovery and change”, which is cost-effective and replicable in the field of health and 
community development in the context of Bangladesh 


 
 
     d.  Do you have additional comments or suggestions for improving this course?\ 
 


• It would be good if we could visit different structures that are running other community programs 
• This class seemed to get lost in the transition of preparation for a Board meeting and subsequent resignation 


of Pierre-Marie 
• More house stays and less fancy hotels but having internet was wonderful, so it’s a hard move to make. 
• Actually entire course of Future Generations Graduate School can be applied in our respective community, 


this is a great advantage of this course.  Now I am thinking to apply CLAS model in my community, but it 
is not related with health, it is about co-management of planting trees in QNNP, since government plants a 
thousand of trees every year, but it lacks management and maintain, after plantation nobody care for that.  
So what I am thinking is manage government planted tree by Pendeba Society.  Since we can do a better 
management than government do.  I know CLAS model can be applied in other projects, not only for health 
system. 
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Future Generations Graduate School 
 


 
 
 


Alumni Survey December 2006 
 
 
1. Very useful 


 
Explanation: The program taught me to  how to work with the communities. 
 
 


2. My community is able to develop a work plan and monitor 
its activities 


3. I have modified the SEED-SCALE methodology and a 
number of community based organizations are use it 


4. Term One course; 
a. Sustainable Development theory and practicals  
b. Introduction to community development; SEED-SCALE 
c. Pedagogy of place 


 
Term Two Course 
a. Leadership 
b. Change models and social movement 
c. Practicum getting started 


 
Term Three 
a. Agriculture food and the people 
b. Empowerment 
c. Going to scale 


 
Term four 
a. Economic for decision makers 
b. Himalayan case studies 
c. Practicum: going to scale 


 







9. I still feel very connected to FG as part of global learning because 
I am still in touch with facaulty but not so much with fellow former 
students. I have made efforts to contact them but they seem not 
to be interested from a fellow in Africa where there is perceived 
corruption, unreliability hunger and disease. I want to make sure 
that this perception about Africa, at least about Zambia changes. 


10. a. Participate in on line discussion groups on the topics of SEED-
SCALE and empowerment process. 
b. Contribute up date articles 
c. Be part of the web-based profile. 








 
 


 
Future Generations Master’s Program in Applied Community Change and Conservation 


Empowerment Summary 
Term III:  13 September, 2008 – 28 February, 2009 


 
 
Please complete this form carefully.  Check the number of your choice for each statement.  Then write any 
comments in the space provided below each question.   This information is anonymous and will be used only to 
improve the quality of this course and the Master’s program in the future.   Thank you for taking the time to 
complete this evaluation. 
 
 
1.  Contents of Course   Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Course was well organized.          av 5.0 
b.  Material was presented clearly.          av 5.0 
c.  Stated learning outcomes were met.         av 4.42 
d.  Course contributed to my knowledge         av 4.86 


  and understanding of the subject.  
e.  Course contributed to my practical          av 4.57 
     skills and knowledge related to  
     the subject.    
f. The course made a definite           av 4.57 
   contribution to achieving my  
    career goals.   
g. The field experience was           av 4.71 


meaningful and relevant to my  
community-based work.  


h. The interactive online learning          av 4.71 
component of this course contributed to my 
learning and understanding. 


 
Comments: 


• Incredible course, euphoric wonder, learned a ton 
• The content was very complete 
• The contents of this course have been useful and thoughtful based on my understanding.  But I am 


requesting that we need to see more and more and examples in the real ground 
• One of the best courses which engaged the whole class during the residential and active participation 


online. 
• Well-organized and interactive 
• I felt that the concepts and knowledge we learned from this course is quite important and valuable for 


our study as a student as well as for being a normal person living a common life but trying to do 
something positive.  However, I found it was easy to understand but hard to implement in real life. 


• The empowerment course indeed empowered me.  I vividly remember our Moodle discussions based on 
our analysis of the Indian Givers and 1491 course textbooks.  We learned a lot of empowerment, re-
empowerment, dis-empowerment of the Inka Empire, the demise of some of the empires and kingdoms 
and the impact of the discovery of gold and silver in South America and the American continent.  As 
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community development practitioners, we need to first and foremost analyze where we are coming 
from, where we are going and forge a way forward based on the realities pertaining in our communities.  
The course also made me reflect back on the book, “How Europe Underdeveloped Africa” and so many 
other Pan African books that critically point out greed and selfishness openly manifested by the 
European White men.  The same is true for the development challenges we still grapple with, the 
unfavorable aid conditions, unjustified poverty amidst plenty of natural resources, unending civil strife, 
trafficking of fire arms/humans and many more.  This is mind-boggling and we need to strive hard to 
overcome these challenges on our own and cultivate programs, policies and practices that are 
sustainable to enable us to move forward. 


  
2. Faculty     Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Knew the subject thoroughly.          av 5.0 
b.  Were prepared for course/lectures         av 5.0 
c.  Encouraged participation.          av 5.0 
d.  Presented material clearly.          av 5.0 
e.  Stated clear goals and objectives.         av 4.86 
f.  Stimulated my interest and made         av 4.14 
     subject a worthwhile learning  
     experience.     
g.  Answered questions effectively.         av 4.71 
h.  Provided useful evaluation.          av 4.71 
i.  Responded in a timely           av 4.29 
  manner to questions, drafts, and 
  final assignments. 
j.  Graded my work fairly.          av 4.43 
k. Were prepared for field assignments         av 4.86 
 
Comments: 
• Engaging, fun, great facilitator 
• The teacher showed us to be an expert in this subject.  The teacher supports us for understanding this 


course very well by via email and personally 
• Dr. Dan has been very active to teach us his course, and he answers and replies our email very promptly 


with details of explanations.  Work corrects our assignments very carefully with thoughtful comments and 
suggestions.  He really works very hard which influence for us to keep going with assignment. 


• The faculty has vast knowledge experience in empowerment course. 
• Dan is a wonderful professor who puts in a lot more energy to ensure that he shares his wide knowledge 


and experiences accumulated over a long period of time and from various exposures in different countries 
across the globe.  I have personally been inspired by Dan and I have made up my mind that when I turn 60 
years (considering that I envision to live for at least 115 years like my great grandmother), I should teach at 
a university and share the pool of knowledge from this course and other related activities with students in 
class.  This can be anywhere in the world.  Education is the light of the world.  Education is the key and 
this calls for the need to share information, impact on others and make them empowered and visible 
fellows.  I have one small comment.  Towards the end of the course, as students, we were dialoging alone 
on Moodle and I personally wondered what could have happened to our good Prof. Dan.  This happened at 
the same time with the exit of Pierre-Marie and it kind of made me scared.  I would like to request that in 
future, in case a professor is overwhelmed with various professional and personal works, it can be 
communicated to the students so that they do not live in doubt.  It is also demoralizing.  For instance, up to 
now I do not know how I performed in the final empowerment paper, yet it is my right to know. 
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3. Course Materials    Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 


      5  4  3  2  1 
a.  Readings’ contents were useful          av 4.71 
 to me.  
b.  Readings contained sufficient          av 4.71 
     information for me to complete.  
 assignments. 
c. Readings were useful for field         av 3.86 
 assignments and field research 
d.  Course syllabus was clear, useful,          av 4.71 
     and easy to follow. 
e.  Assignment sheets and other           av 4.71 
 course documents were clear, useful,   
     and easy to follow.        
f.  Course materials will be useful as          av 4.57 


 reference tools.    
 


 
 
Comments: 
• Liked getting materials beforehand and having homework, but could nix the powerpoint; teacher is much 


more interesting 
• The material of empowerment is very scarce.  However, the teacher choice of excellent articles for this 


course. 
• Course materials has been acceptable and some of them were very useful and good references for our future 


works. 
• The empowerment course materials are a force to reckon with.  As an individual interested in empowering 


rural women, the indigenous populations and other minority groups, the materials will act as reference 
materials now and forever and ever.  The course book materials, I must say improved my reading culture 
and educated me on how the South American continent overcame all odds resulting from the colonialists 
and other greedy people to regain empowerment, self-confidence and holistic development.  Peru is a good 
example and this presents a grain of hope that sub-Saharan Africa will one time one day attain 
development, overcome human injustices, corruption, dictatorship and the like 


• I have found very useful materials. 
 
 
4. General Comments 
 


a. What did you like most about the course? 
 


• The course and especially classroom interactions generated the intellectual side of each student and 
stimulated interests in more learning 


• The concepts of empowerment and the evidences of empowerment.  The history of the South American 
civilization. 
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• It was quite interesting and meaningful to learn the concept of empowerment from a large scale as well as 
everyday life experiences.  Some of the readings for this course helped me to understand why some 
colonized countries became the way they are now. 


• All of us as students and professors were more energized than ever before to participate in Moodle and 
other course assignments right from the beginning to the end, though the professor kind of became silent in 
the last days. However, this is something that cannot overshadow the good work all through. 


• The final paper submissions made me realize that sharing of information is vital.  Information sharing is 
like lighting another person’s candle.  This makes us see reality at its best.  Much as the final paper was 
about empowerment, most of the students submissions reflected on disempowerment in their communities 
– India, Mozambique, Tibet, the Hispanic communities in Wendy’s community and many more.  We are 
faced with more or less similar development challenges irrespective of our different locations on different 
continents and localities.  The exposure to Macchupichu and visibly observing the sustainable agriculture 
technologies exhibited by the Inka Empire, the cultural and religious practices and many more enabled us 
to see physically what we had read in the course books – Indian Givers and 1491.   The Dialogue  Walks 
we had twice in Cusco, organized by Dan and Elizabeth was also another exciting exercise.  I learned a lot 
from Digi about the Tibetan culture and how some of the aspects therein are detrimental to development.  I 
used to think that it’s only in the African Traditional Society where women were/are still held with low 
esteem as creatures that are not supposed to traverse some career professions!  It was a surprise.  The 
dialogue walk was also refreshing in that it would be done on different locations.  I remember personally 
turning it into some kind of meditation by entering a magnificent Catholic Church 


• The methodology was excellent; the content of this course was complete.  We learned different 
perspectives about empowerment 


• Discussion.  
 
 


b. What did you like least about the course? 
• Powerpoint 
• The time was very short for so important subject 
• The challenge of writing final paper for this course.  It was quite difficult writing even though there were 


sufficient material support and also support from the professor and other students. 
• The fact that up to now I do not know my grade considering that there was not feedback for the final paper 


makes me a little bit uncomfortable 
  
 


c.  Will you be able to use what you learned in this course in your community-based work?  Please explain why 
or why not? 


• Yes.  Community development is about empowerment and understanding.  
Empowerment/disempowerment/re-empowerment from different perspectives will help in future works 
with the communities. 


• The course works enhanced my knowledge and provided exposures on different aspects of empowerment 
issues.  I consider, I am able to use this learning in my community work.  In BRAC, we have twin 
objectives of reducing poverty and empowering of the poor.  Keeping these objectives in mind, we have 
been working in different communities in Bangladesh and several other countries in Asia and Africa.  
However, BRAC envisions empowering the powerless to build a democratic society free from all sorts of 
discrimination and hunger.  Therefore, the empowerment course was relevant to my community work and it 
provided me additional inputs. 


• The course can be applied in my community if we can apply it diplomatically and tactfully, since this 
courses aims to empower people from various frustrations. 
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• The knowledge I learned from this course will be applied in my community-based work as well as in my 
personal and family life in a sense that I learned that it is vital to empower the communities basing on the 
issues that hinder community development.  On a personal level, the skills will continue to help me become 
a better person, an empowered woman ready to facilitate the communities and individuals, including 
opponents especially the men stereotypes by continuously educating them and raising mass awareness 
about the value of having a community full of empowered individuals.  At family level, I will empower my 
children at a tender age and continue to share the knowledge with a wide cross-section of people.  This will  
help increase the number of change agents in the community. 


• I think parts of knowledge that I have learned from this course are something that I have been practicing in 
my everyday life and community work.  However, the course helped me to understand the concept better 
and other aspects of empowerment.  So, it is definitely helpful for my future life experiences as well as my 
work in the community. 


• I am applying the concepts of this course for improving the work of the health promoters and health 
personnel. 


• Yes!  Everyday because empowerment is the key to success. 
 
     g.  Do you have additional comments or suggestions for improving this course? 


• The time of this course is very short 
• I suggest provide plenty of time to read the materials and organize more discussions rather writing some 


things. 
• It could be better if you can incorporate some practical issues, evidences of empowerment.  This means you 


may consider incorporating learning experiences and efforts made by BRAC and Grameen Bank in the 
field of poverty alleviation and empowerment of the poor along with other significant organizations around 
the world. 


  
 
 
Rev 2/23/06 
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Future Generations Master’s Program in Applied Community Change and Conservation 


Peru Residential Evaluation Summary 
November 5, 2008- December 6, 2008 


 
 
Please complete this form carefully.  Check the number of your choice for each statement.  Then write any 
comments in the space provided below each question.   This information is anonymous and will be used only to 
improve the quality of this course and the master’s program in the future.   Thank you for taking the time to 
complete this evaluation. 


 
 
      Strongly       Strongly 
1.   Cusco (Empowerment and PofP) Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Time was well organized           av 4.9 
b.  Stated learning outcomes were met          av 4.5 
c.  Time spent contributed to my           av 4.7 


knowledge and understanding  
 of the course material 
d.  Facilities were acceptable            av 4.9 
e. Sufficient classroom space           av 5.0 
f. The overall experience was            av 4.8 


helpful to my learning experience  
 
Comments: 
• It was a very insightful class.  I had never received lecture improvement well-organized. I will use the 


knowledge on my practicum and implement in my job.   
• The visit to the site was helpful, like Catcca and interaction with the head health authorities.  Curse by Bob 


Fleming was interesting.  Empowerment course was good. 
• This empowerment course has been very helpful for me.  I have learned so much, but I’m still requesting 


that I need more explanations from instructor as much as there can.  I must say thank you to Dan for his 
patient explanation for me. 


• The course is inspiring and insightful. 
• Brain (?) on-line wonderful, brought us together as a class and gave a good base of history with which to 


work.   
• Dan Wessner is always a pleasure to learn from!  His excitement is contagious.  The lessons were 


applicable and beneficial to my community. 
• Empowerment course was very, very enriching.  It showed us that everything happens for a reason.  Yes, 


colonialists did more harm than good, but the course taught us about harmonious existence, empowerment, 
disempowerment and re-empowerment.  The PoP by Bob Flemeing was great.  However, there was need to 
avail us the powerpoints to enable us to learn more.  It never happened in any place.  Please could the 
documents be posted on Moodle? 


• The selection of the books for this course were very good.  The training sessions were very useful and very 
clear. 


• If it was a few days more, we could have learned more. 
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2.   Huanuco     Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Time was well organized           av 4.7 
b.  Stated learning outcomes were met          av 4.6 
c.  Time spent contributed to my           av 4.7 


knowledge and understanding  
 of the course material  
d.  Facilities were acceptable            av 4.6 
e. Sufficient classroom space           av 4.9 
g. The overall experience was            av 4.8 


helpful to my learning experience  
 


 
Comments: 


• The practical part and visits were well-planned.  However, we should have more time to discuss 
experiences of class and agriculture system. 


• Good learning with the professors with relations to field visit and the theory.  A good course and good 
learning. 


• This program has been really good for me to learn from CLAS model in different places; only problem 
in theme is one that we are getting some information; so I suggest that we can use some portion time for 
practicum course.   


• This course enhanced my understanding about food security and ecology.  Also it enhanced my 
motivation. 


• Would have been nice to stay in a village at a home and do projects with community or just hang out 
with them more.  We played volleyball when possible. 


• I would have liked to spend time at Jacay to learn from the various activities they’ve developed as a 
community.  Tired of health stats and tours. 


• Agriculture and food security course was fantastic.  The field exposures in Tingo Maria were relevant.  
There is need for more time in Tingo Maria.  Great best practices were learned from CLAS.  Howevr, 
the visits to CLAS centers and meetings with local government officials were monotonous in some 
instances, learning one things from different people in different places.  It is time consuming. 


• The professors Dan and Sheila gave us very interesting topics.  The time was short for these important 
topics. 


 
3.  Lima (Practicum)    Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Time was well organized.           av 4.6 
b.  Stated learning outcomes were met          av 4.5 
c.  Time spent contributed to my           av 4.5 


knowledge and understanding  
 of the course material. 
d.  Facilities were acceptable            av 4.8 
e. Sufficient classroom space           av 4.5 
h. The overall experience was            av 4.6 


helpful to my learning experience  
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4.  Lima (Going to Scale) 
 
      Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Time was well organized.           av 5.0 
b.  Stated learning outcomes were met          av 4.9 
c.  Time spent contributed to my           av 5.0 


knowledge and understanding  
 of the course material. 
d.  Facilities were acceptable            av 5.0 
e. Sufficient classroom space           av 5.0 
i. The overall experience was            av 5.0 


helpful to my learning experience  
 


Comments: 
• Going to scale was very useful.  I really liked the approach used. 
• A fruitful and good learning of Seed Scale at Pachacamac.   Very helpful.  Practicum with Laura 


was very helpful.  The Going to Scale course was practical and will help in project implementation 
in my community. 


• Actually Dr. Laura’s course has been very good for me, particularly her instructions about the 
practicum methodology.  So I suggest that we need more help from Laura regarding the practicum 
methodology.  Thanks. 


• Although the learning objectives for the particular class in practicum was met, the initial practicum 
syllabus was changed and that was disappointing.  However, the half-day class on LQAS was very 
useful.  The one-on-one with Laura actually clarified issues on methodologies.   


• From Going to Scale – I have learnt some practical aspects of community development.  I enjoyed 
the exercises and professor’s expertise in sharing these experiences with us.  


• Awesome having it at the end;  inspiration and practical tools to take to my project at home; 
peaceful escape from Lima with no distractions; lots of class bonding. 


• Dan’ls class was exactly what I needed to understand Seed-Scale and how to apply in my 
community. 


• Practicum was not given adequate time.  This was the most crucial time to learn about data 
processing, considering that we’re to implement our practicum projects.  It was vital to learn about 
data entry and analysis even that we analyze the data on our own.  Employing the services of a data 
analyst is not cost effective for most of us.  Going to Scale lessons were superb.  The issue of 
looking at line in a BIGGER picture was well-explained in relation to real life situations we’re 
faced with daily.   


• This was an excellent course.  I am very motivated to continued applied Seed-Scale.  I learned so 
much in the last week.  The material and methodology was excellent. 


 
 
 
Please list what you liked most about this residential: 
 


• I liked the visits to Machu Picchu and Empowerment and Going to Scale 
• The time allotment, site visit 
• Dan and Sheila’s course because it was very practical.  Daniel’s Scale-up course 
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• Most organized residential with few changes and therefore, it went very smoothly.  Food was great.  
Learning objectives were met. 


• CLAS program, Food Security course, environmental observations, biodiversity and agroecology of Peru, 
Going to Scale with Community Development course work.  Also archeological ruins – wonderful! 


• Food, time with professors and students, Going to Scale course, bonfire, day and Cusco school and 
wetlands with Bob Fleming, Empowerment course, Santusa’s speech, playing with soil, climbing Inca 
steps, Tingo Maria Lake, books, Peruvian countryside tour, weaver’s cooperative, cocoa farm. 


• Atinchik, Jacay, Umari, Wessner and Taylor’s class, sugar plantations, cocoa plantation 
• Agric. Food and Water Security course, discussion of my practicum with faculty advisor, Going to Scale, 


time with Jacay community, Empowerment sessions, cocoa farm in Tingo Maria 
• The places (ruins, farms, museums) for study, the spaces for study 
• Although the first week and last week of the residential were intense learning experiences, they have been 


very inspiring and contributed a lot to my knowledge. 
 
 
Please list what you liked least about this residential: 
 


• The fact that we didn’t have systematic free time to organize and more self-reflection on the readings. 
• Huanuco 
• Change in the practicum syllabus for the residential. 
• Loved all of it! 
• Health center tours and Cusco Minister of Health.  Not having a day after Wessner’s class to process. 
• Too many discussions and visits to CLAS, too many meetings with local government officials, I expected 


to learn about data entry and analysis 
 
 
Please list any suggestions you have for improving the quality of the Peru Residential: 
 


• The residential activities should be organized and structured according to learning objectives 
• More insight and field visits on topics other than health 
• From my personal view, everything is well-organized and good.  Only problem is that I need to work hard 


and change my own behavior as well. 
• Practicum coursework may be taken place at Atinchick as it is very quiet and lovely place to work. 
• Thank you for taking our past suggestions and taking us to awesome health centers and inspiring us to do 


our work at home.   Ropes course type bonding games (human knot, twist falls…).  No suggestions, only 
praise.  Can LeeAnn come to Nepal? 


• We want LeeAnn with us at graduation!!! She is beneficial to our organization. 
• Lessen CLAS exposures and discussions; allow students at least a day to rest before embarking on serious 


studies.  Some of us come from very far and not time to rest.  It creates fatigue and “praying” in class. 
• See more about ecotourism 
• Maybe less repetitive information on CLAS 


 
 
Please list any additional comments you have concerning the India [meant to put Peru] Residential: 


• Site management by LeeAnn was excellent.  We need her in Tibet residential also.  She is really a hard 
worker and a good manager. 


• Yes, as my colleagues say that we should not spend long time in Jamkhed.  We can spend the rest of time 
for other courses.  Thanks.  
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• Data analysis tools may be introduced and practiced electronically during Peru residential.  It’d help the 
student to analyze data.  Thank you! 


• We have at Jamkhed and Arunachal, go to Bangladesh too.  Everything else AMAZING!  Definitely keep it 
first and the variety of activities especially Wardha and Panchayat and dancing with villagers at Sevagram 
and day with IADS patients and homestay.  Food fabulous. 


• More time at Atinchik!  More time in the communities instead of at the hotel.  Applied learning. 
• Reduce on health learning days at Jamkhed.  Explore the possibility of exposing students to Bangladesh to 


learn more other subjects – education.  Rural microfinance, water and sanitation.  Adult education, 
leadership, and more. 


• The transportation in Huanuco could be more better. 
• I represent all the student to ask Future Generations Graduate School to send LeeAnn as one of the faculty 


members to the last residential.  With her presence we know all of our problems are solved. 
 
Rev. 11/01/07 
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Future Generations Graduate School 
______________________________________________________ 


 
Alumni Survey   December 2006 


 
 
1. How useful have the knowledge, skills, concepts and principles learned during 
 your graduate studies been to your work? 
 
 Very useful    Somewhat useful    Not at all useful 
 
 
 Please explain your answer: The knowledge, skills concepts and principles that I 
learned during my studies are useful mainly in two ways.  They have given me a new 
framework with which to approach my work and a systematic methodology by which to 
accomplish the mobilization process.  I am speaking of SEED SCALE and  
Empowerment as community change processes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Please describe how your community has benefited from your involvement in this 
 Master’s Degree program. This question would best be answered by my 
community.  However, the Master's program was not only instrumental in helping me to 
develop new skills, but it changed me as a person.  Particularly, as it relates to a person 
being a change agent and actually being willing to help his or her community bring about 
structural change.   If the change is as simple as how experts and governmental officials 
view and value the community, then the community has benefited.  This has happen in 
my community. 
 
 
 
 
3.  Please describe your current activities to support community change and 
 conservation and how the Master’s Degree program has influenced this work.  
 
Currently, the Partnership of African American Churches is engaged in operating after 
school programming, congregational health initiatives in African American Churches, 
and political action designed to bring about legislated change as it relates to direct 
funding and the African American Community in West Virginia. The fact that an African 
American organization is the lead agency in the aforementioned activities is in itself a 
community change.  In the past the community was viewed as a target population to be 
researched had solution provided in a top-down manner.  One of the main lessons learned 







from the Master's Program is to say no to outside controlling influences and to 
understand that the community is capable of accepting responsibility for its problem and 
being a party to developing solutions.      
 
 
 
 
4. From the list below please circle the three courses from which you have learned 
 the most  
 


Term One Courses                                         
Healthy People, Healthy Communities                                      
Practicum: Pedagogy of Place                                     
Sustainable Development: Theory and Practice 
Introduction to Community Development: SEED-SCALE 
 
                                         
Term Two Courses                                         
Nature Conservation and Community Development 
Leadership, Group Decision-Making and Organizational Behavior 
Change Models and Social Movements                               
Practicum: Getting Started, Community-based Action 
 
                                         
Term Three Courses                                       
Agriculture, Food & People                                       
Case Studies in Empowerment                                      
Going to Scale with Community Development 
Research Design and Methods                                      
Practicum: Providing Quality: Iteration and Change 
 
                                         
Term IV Courses                                  
Economics for Decision Makers                                    
Practical Applications for Nonprofit Management 
Himalayan Case Studies                                   
Synthesis and Integration                                        
Practicum: Going to Scale 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 
 
 
 
 
 
5. From the list below please circle the three courses from which you have learned 
 the least 
 
 


Term One Courses                                         
Healthy People, Healthy Communities                                      
Practicum: Pedagogy of Place                                     
Sustainable Development: Theory and Practice 
Introduction to Community Development: SEED-SCALE 
 
                                         
Term Two Courses                                         
Nature Conservation and Community Development 
Leadership, Group Decision-Making and Organizational Behavior 
Change Models and Social Movements                               
Practicum: Getting Started, Community-based Action 
 
                                         
Term Three Courses                                       
Agriculture, Food & People                                       
Case Studies in Empowerment                                      
Going to Scale with Community Development 
Research Design and Methods                                      
Practicum: Providing Quality: Iteration and Change 
 
                                         
Term IV Courses                                  
Economics for Decision Makers                                    
Practical Applications for Nonprofit Management 
Himalayan Case Studies                                   
Synthesis and Integration                                        
Practicum: Going to Scale 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Please comment on each of the following parts of the blended learning pedagogy: 
 
 


Online interactive learning 
Personally, I am a classroom learner.  However, the online experience was helpful 
particularly the discussion groups and the ability to comment and respond to   
both instructors and fellow students.  The technical aspect of the online learning 
was functional and operated well most of the time. 
 
 
Residential learning 
The residential learning represents the "crown jewel" of the Master's program.  It 
not only taught me new knowledge, skill, concepts and principles, but it changed 
me as a person.  It represents a once and a life time opportunity and experience 
for any student and I would do it again in a heartbeat. 
 
 
Applied practicum research 


             The practicum represented some level of confusion for me.  I am not sure that its 
goals and objects were completely understood by both faculty and student at the 
beginning.  However, in the end of the program, the paper and the presentation I believe 
that the concept came together.  It gave a plan for continuing ones work after graduation.  
 
 
 
 
 
7. What do you think of the following ideas to improve the program for future 
 classes? 
 


a. Lengthening the program to 2 1/2 or 3 years to allow more time between 
 residentials.   
Lengthening the program should depend on the personal situations of the students 
being targeted.  If younger students are the population recruited a 2 1/2 or 3 years 
program could work, but if more mature students such as me are the prospects, 
ones current community work and family obligations must be considered.  The 
length of time between residential was not as much of a problem as the length of 
time of the residential.  Five weeks is a long time to be absent from obligations.   
  
 







b. Offering five residentials from which students choose four to attend. 
No! There is great value in keeping the cohort together.  If several students were 
not available to share the residential experiences, I think the educational 
philosophy of Future Generations would be changed.  
 
 
c. Reducing the courses taught by interactive online learning. 


  No!  I would make sure that online courses are suitable for online learning.  
There are some courses that do not lend themselves to online learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
8. What do you think we could do to make the Master’s Degree program better? 
A. Make conservation and community change separate tracts.   
 
B.  Reduce the health focus and add more courses dealing with empowerment and I  
 
C.  Give the students a foundation in traditional economic and community development, 
then, discuss SEED SCALE and one on many strategies being practiced in the field to 
accomplish community change.  The reason being, students should be versed in the 
existing language of development professional. 
 
D.  Create an image of what or who Future Generations is trying to produce. 
 
F.  Answer the question if one is suppose to be able to make a living from what one 
learns in the Master's Program 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Do you feel connected to Future Generations as part of a global learning 
 community?    YES        NO          
 
 Please explain: 
We lost communications with each other after graduation 
 
 
 


 
10.    How would you like to continue to be involved with the work of Future  


 Generations and alumni? 
 
 a. Participate in online discussion groups       Yes  No 







 
  If yes, what topics are of most interest to you? Please list: 
 
  __Each student's work._________ 
  __New literature and concepts in empowerment________ 
  __Where Future Generations in going as an organization___ 
  
 b. Contribute updates/articles to an alumni e-newsletter   Maybe  No 
  
 c. Participate in future training workshops when available Yes  No 
                        If interesting and helpful in my current assignment 


 d      add yourself and community work to our web-based               Yes No 
 profile 


 
e.  Other 
 
 __________________________________________________________ 
 
  ____Come and visit___________________________________ 
 
 __________________________________________________________ 
 
  ____Attend 5 year reunion_____________________________________ 
 
 


 
 
 


 








 
 


 
Future Generations Master’s Program in Applied Community Change and Conservation 


Food and Water Security Summary 
Term III:  13 September, 2008 – 28 February, 2009 


 
 
Please complete this form carefully.  Check the number of your choice for each statement.  Then write any 
comments in the space provided below each question.   This information is anonymous and will be used only to 
improve the quality of this course and the Master’s program in the future.   Thank you for taking the time to 
complete this evaluation. 
 
 
1.  Contents of Course   Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Course was well organized.          av 5.0 
b.  Material was presented clearly.          av 5.0 
c.  Stated learning outcomes were met.         av 5.0 
d.  Course contributed to my knowledge         av 5.0 


  and understanding of the subject.  
e.  Course contributed to my practical          av 4.88 
     skills and knowledge related to  
     the subject.    
f. The course made a definite           av 4.75 
   contribution to achieving my  
    career goals.   
g. The field experience was           av 4.75 


meaningful and relevant to my  
community-based work.  


h. The interactive online learning          av 4.88 
component of this course contributed to my 
learning and understanding. 


 
Comments: 


• Fun, continue to explore more at home, and started great conversations with people at home 
• The entire contents of this course has been very useful and practical for our works in our respective 


community.  I really like the course because it really teaches us the fundamental factors for the food and 
agriculture which I never heard and seen.  This time I really see something which I never seen before. 


• The content was structured very well.  Besides, the subjects of the syllabus were very important for me. 
• This learning is very useful to understand food and water security issues.  Also the ecology a nd 


Peruvian biodiversity and farming systems have given me insights.  To some extent it has inspired me 
to be interested in agroecology and organic farming system. 


• Excellent experience and exposure!  This course made significant contribution in understanding the 
issues related to food security, water scarcity and use of indigenous knowledge in developing 
community-based interventions.  Tremendous learning. 


• The Food and Water Security course was the most interesting course, and it will always be the best ever 
in the whole Master’s program.  This is a course that tackled subjects so dear to my heart and in my 
field of work.  From the course, I came to learn about so many things that I was completely ignorant 
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about.  For instance I knew that the world is faced with a water crisis but did not know that it was all 
that very serious and would worsen by 2025.  This is an eye opener for us as community development 
practitioners to widely share the knowledge and facilitate the communities we work with to come up 
with coping mechanisms as well as measures to avert the problems by practicing sound environmental 
management.  This is an obligation to human kind if we are to live in a stable environment for the good 
health of us as human beings and the health of the ecosystems as well. 
 
 


2. Faculty             
      Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Knew the subject thoroughly.          av 5.0 
b.  Were prepared for course/lectures         av 5.0 
c.  Encouraged participation.          av 5.0 
d.  Presented material clearly.          av 5.0 
e.  Stated clear goals and objectives.         av 5.0 
f.  Stimulated my interest and made         av 4.88 
     subject a worthwhile learning  
     experience.     
g.  Answered questions effectively.         av 4.88 
h.  Provided useful evaluation.          av 4.88 
i.  Responded in a timely           av 4.88 
  manner to questions, drafts, and 
  final assignments. 
j.  Graded my work fairly.          av 4.88 
k. Were prepared for field assignments         av 4.88 
 
Comments: 
• Dan and Sheila were superb throughout the course.  Their comments were very useful.  It is important to 


note that personally, as a student, I learned a lot from Sheila and Dan as they did from me, considering that 
I would bring out some issues that they did not know.  For instance, in the final paper where I focused on 
water management and security in my community, I pointed out that diseases such as jiggers were due to 
lack of water, though low-socio-economic status cannot be ruled out.  Sheila got back to me and asked 
what the term jiggers meant.  I realized that the developing world has different diseases from the developed 
world.   


• The faculties are extra-ordinary, knowledgeable and dedicated.  They presented materials clearly and 
explained different aspects of the course with patience.  They also created friendly environment for 
learning!  They were very enthusiastic in sharing their experiences and very careful to give field exposure. 


• The teachers were excellent.  They organized this course very well. 
• Both Dan and Sheila were very cooperative and active to teach us.  They shared their available both 


academic and field experiences to us which was worthwhile to learn and apply in our respective 
community.  They also reply to our emails very prompt and with details and constructive comments. 


• Wonderful!  Tons of useful and stimulating information. 
 
3. Course Materials    Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 


      5  4  3  2  1 
a.  Readings’ contents were useful          av 4.88 
 to me.  
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b.  Readings contained sufficient          av 4.75 
     information for me to complete.  
 assignments. 
c. Readings were useful for field         av 4.86 
 assignments and field research 
d.  Course syllabus was clear, useful,          av 4.88 
     and easy to follow. 
e.  Assignment sheets and other           av 4.88 
 course documents were clear, useful,   
     and easy to follow.        
f.  Course materials will be useful as          av 4.75 


 reference tools.    
 
Comments: 
• The course materials were very good and I like the book called “seed of civilization” very much since this 


book tells us the basic and source of agriculture. 
• Excellent, useful and meaningful! 
• Dan and Sheila were patient whenever it would happen that I was not able to submit assignments on time.  


This happened whenever I would take time off for intensive field activities in my community, Lake 
Victoria Research (VicRes) activities with the fishing communities, activities of the AWARD (African 
Women in Agricultural Research and Development) Fellowship, various management meetings and 
workshops at Africa 2000 Network-Uganda head office in Kampala, to mention a few. 
 


 
4. General Comments 
 


a. What did you like most about the course? 
• Everything 
• It was quite interesting to learn about the history and current situation about water, food and security.  The 


reading materials are quite valuable. 
• Class time was fun and reading assignments were educative.  But the field visits were most interesting. 
• Indigenous knowledge, farming systems, ecology and hydrology, the exposures to farming systems and 


organic farms in Huanuco and Tingo Maria in Peru 
• The online portion of the course was fabulous.  I learned a lot from my colleagues.  For instance, I had 


never heard of permaculture and came to learn about it from Wendy’s final paper.  I never knew that 
Tibetan farmers rent their land to businessmen who misuse it by applying fertilizers, as the land owners go 
about visiting monasteries and praying to the Dalai Lama to give them energy and longer life on this 
planet earth; I never knew that North America is the continent with the worst desertification problem due 
to overuse of fertilizers and chemical pesticides but came to know about it from the World Hunger course 
book.  Some students were awakened and they became more creative than ever before.  Kristen’s final 
paper was fascinating.  She talked about the current technologies such as ipods, and the like with regard to 
environmental degradation.  This is very important to see that as young people, we realize that what we 
like or do sometimes is actually not the best.  We are the future leaders and leading change agents and this 
is vital in impacting on other people to generously and responsibly put into consideration the aspect of 
sound environmental management and get to know that it is a responsibility for us all. 


• Organic farming system and field trips 
• The special subjects for me were “The situations of water” and “ the food sovereignty” 
• I like the entire course very much 
• Picking up dirt and seeing different scenes 
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b. What did you like least about the course? 


  
• Long bus rides 
• Sometimes I felt there was too much to read for one unit so I felt unable to absorb sufficient information 
• So much material could have been taught over two terms.  Relevant topic in today and future world view! 
 


 
c.  Will you be able to use what you learned in this course in your community-based work?  Please explain why 


or why not? 
• Already have 
• Maybe, not sure because the most of the information that we learned provides us a background information 


on water, food and security.  There are some information on organic farming and different farming systems 
that we had learned are not related to the community work that I am involved in. 


• Yes.  Because the course is about water and food security issues which are quite common with the 
communities I work with, whatever I learned will come in handy sometime in concept and project 
planning. 


• This is very obvious 
• Of course, I will be able to use some of the learning in my community work.  In this course, I found several 


interesting aspects, which was very thoughtful and useful such as organic farming system as well as 
sustainable system, farming system in the mountainous areas, food security and water scarcity issues. 


• Yes.  I am being able to put in practice my lessons.  For example, I explained about “water crisis on the 
world” for majors.  Also, I explained about the food security for health workers. 


• Yes, definitely can apply in our community.  I am thinking to apply this course in my Going to Scale plan 
also.  I am thinking to let village Pendeba grows organic vegetables because there is a huge demand of 
vegetable in Pendeba restaurants and other public demand.  Create s network among the Pendebas in order 
to improve their livelihood by producing organic vegetables. 


    
 


d.  Do you have additional comments or suggestions for improving this course? 
• More discussion may be needed in the future 
• You may introduce some visual documents to show the history of food, if available.  You may also give 


more emphasis on water scarcity and global water issues, in details.  There may be more field trips to see 
water projects, if possible.  


• In future, it is vital to include more practical and relevant courses.  An example is environmental impact 
assessment.  Another good example is participatory monitoring and evaluation.  Lastly, training in 
geographical information systems (GIS) could also be vital since the GIS data is sued in all aspects of life.  
We briefly learned about this during the US residential in the Adirondacks for just one day.  It was really 
not enough and there is need to look into this. 


• The course on water could have been more in depth in the sense that we hardly discussed it in class because 
of lack of time.  Water issues are going to grave even as we talk about it.  Therefore, for those of us 
working in communities in the developing world, this will be really useful. 
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Future Generations Master’s Program in Applied Community Change and Conservation 


Going to Scale with Community Development - Summary 
Term III:  13 September, 2008 – 28 February, 2009 


 
 
Please complete this form carefully.  Check the number of your choice for each statement.  Then write any 
comments in the space provided below each question.   This information is anonymous and will be used only to 
improve the quality of this course and the Master’s program in the future.   Thank you for taking the time to 
complete this evaluation. 
 
 
1.  Contents of Course   Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Course was well organized.          av 5.0 
b.  Material was presented clearly.          av 5.0 
c.  Stated learning outcomes were met.         av 5.0 
d.  Course contributed to my knowledge         av 5.0 


  and understanding of the subject.  
e.  Course contributed to my practical          av 5.0 
     skills and knowledge related to  
     the subject.    
f. The course made a definite           av 4.86 
   contribution to achieving my  
    career goals.   
g. The field experience was           av 4.86 


meaningful and relevant to my  
community-based work.  


h. The interactive online learning          av 4.57 
component of this course contributed to my 
learning and understanding. 


 
Comments: 
• The going to scale course has been very useful and practical for our future program designing and 


implementation, I think this is a terribly important course for us, since it encourages and teaches students or 
social workers how to scale the project based on seed of human energy that existed on all human being.  
According to my own experiences, to accumulate the seed of human energy is very important to scale of 
the activities 


• Well-organized and very realistic.  We came to know several evidences on Going to Scale. 
• The Going to Scale was extraordinary.  I commend Dan’l for the invaluable creativity and making us look 


at life and development in a bigger picture. 
• This was complete 
• Exciting, loved how we were constantly relating back to community, very practical 
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2. Faculty     Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Knew the subject thoroughly.          av 5.0 
b.  Were prepared for course/lectures         av 5.0 
c.  Encouraged participation.          av 5.0 
d.  Presented material clearly.          av 5.0 
e.  Stated clear goals and objectives.         av 5.0 
f.  Stimulated my interest and made         av 5.0 
     subject a worthwhile learning  
     experience.     
g.  Answered questions effectively.         av 5.0 
h.  Provided useful evaluation.          av 5.0 
i.  Responded in a timely           av 5.0 
  manner to questions, drafts, and 
  final assignments. 
j.  Graded my work fairly.          av 4.86 
k. Were prepared for field assignments         av 4.57 
 
Comments: 
• Tons of fun, great facilitation, easy to follow, but still makes your brain work harder than ever (the best 


combination) 
• The teacher is expert on this subject 
• I will always live to cherish the one week we had at Atinchick.  Dan’l included crosscutting issues such as 


fundraising and life skills.  This was really good. 
• At the beginning of the Term, I was busy engaged in other activities – Office work, the MOW (mentoring 


orientation workshop) for the AWARD (African Women in Agricultural Research and Development) 
Fellowship and many more.  Dan’l and other professors were patient with me and no marks were deducted 
from me for late submission of assignments.  This reminds me about the value of effective communication.  
I believe I was able to go on due to the fact that I would inform the professors that I would be outside of my 
work station and not in position to submit assignments on time. 


• Excellent learning exposure, we gained! 
• We all like the way how Dr. Taylor delivers his session.  Dr. Daniel has created a quite flexible and 


refreshable learning class for us, he makes a lot of jokes, among the joking we can learn the content of his 
course, which is much easier for us to adept and adopt his courses.  To sum up, I really like the way how he 
teach us, he also replies to our email very promptly and regularly with details comments. 


 
 
3. Course Materials    Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 


      5  4  3  2  1 
a.  Readings’ contents were useful          av 4.88 
 to me.  
b.  Readings contained sufficient          av 4.88 
     information for me to complete.  
 assignments. 
c. Readings were useful for field         av 5.0 
 assignments and field research 
d.  Course syllabus was clear, useful,          av 5.0 
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     and easy to follow. 
e.  Assignment sheets and other           av 4.88 
 course documents were clear, useful,   
     and easy to follow.        
f.  Course materials will be useful as          av 4.88 


 reference tools.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments: 
• Course materials have been very useful and practical for our current and future works.  Actually his course 


materials were very practical than any other materials. 
• Very useful materials. 
• It’s my hope and prayer that by the time of graduation, the book Becoming Change will have been 


published so that we buy copies on our own so that we go out in the field as well equipped and prepared 
change agents.  It is a wonderful book. 


• The materials were interesting and unique. 
 
4. General Comments 
 


a. What did you like most about the course? 
• Assignments and referring back to community 
• The methodology was excellent 
• Everything 
• Everything was useful 
• Seed-scale concepts and its application 
• I liked the professor being flexible about our learning progress and also learning needs 
• I like the entire courses of Going to Scale because of aforementioned reasons 


 
 


b. What did you like least about the course? 
• Time was too short during the residential 
• It could never be long enough.  So much to learn! 
• Wanted more small assignments at home 


 
c.  Will you be able to use what you learned in this course in your community-based work?  Please explain why 


or why not? 
• Yes!  So practical, use it everyday. 
• I learned a lot of this course. 
• Everything.  Started applying while in Peru across the internet and have not stopped since! 
• Very much so. 
• This course was very insightful and realistic in manner.  Of course, I will be able to use learning in my 


community work.   
• This course has enhanced my analytical skills and understanding on how to grow human energy and how 


the community change takes place.  Seed-scale methodology is useful approach for social change. 
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• Yes.  Community change must happen at some point and if SeedScale is a proven method.  I want to use it 
with my communities. 


• Yes, definitely.  Seed-Scale is something that I have been trying to implement in my community work since 
the first semester. 


• Yes, this course can be applied in my community and I have prepared a real Going to Scale plan for my 
practicum proposal based on this class.  I am going to scale up the Pendeba Society based on seed of human 
energy and three-way partnerships. 


 
 
     g.  Do you have additional comments or suggestions for improving this course? 


• More class time with faculty 
• It may be useful if there is a synthesis and integration course for Term III, after completing the “going to 


Scale” 
• Daniel should have more time than the Pedagogy.  So much to learn and such a knowledgeable individual. 
• None!  Everyone who can should take it 
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Future Generations Master’s Program in Applied Community Change and Conservation 


Research Design and Methods 
Term 1:  September 2007-February 2008 


EVALUATION SUMMARY 
 
Please complete this form carefully.  Check the number of your choice for each statement.  Then write any 
comments in the space provided below each question.   This information is anonymous and will be used only to 
improve the quality of this course and the Master’s program in the future.   Thank you for taking the time to 
complete this evaluation. 
 
 
1.  Contents of Course   Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Course was well organized.           4.3 av 
b.  Material was presented clearly.           4.4 av 
c.  Stated learning outcomes were met.          4.2 av 
d.  Course contributed to my knowledge          4.5 av 


  and understanding of the subject.  
e.  Course contributed to my practical           4.3 av 
     skills and knowledge related to  
     the subject.    
f. The course made a definite            4.3 av 
   contribution to achieving my  
    career goals.   
g. The field experience was            4.4 av 


meaningful and relevant to my  
community-based work.  


h. The interactive online learning           3.1 av 
component of this course contributed to my 
learning and understanding. 


 
Comments: 


• I would have liked more time on this subject in the field.  Wish the book had been ready on time. 
• Actually the courses were very helpful for me to carry out research-based works.  But I am not very 


clear some of assignments.  I need to more clearance about the context of the course.  
• There were too many presentations in India, and they got monotonous; we could be more trained in 


giving interesting, stimulating presentations.  We are shown by example but not taught how.   
• Class participation was incredible, individual attention and memory of particular ways of learning we 


recognized and the class generated excitement every day. 
• Contents of course were very relative to our field. 
• Need more time. 
• The course content is very relevant to what we do in the field in our development work.  The textbook 


is very simple and easy to read and understand. 
o Since the assignments from the RDM textbook were shorter (one paragraph for each chapter), it 


would have made the course more interesting and interactive if they were posted on the 
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Blackboard (Discussion Board), instead of directly emailing them to professor’s email address.  
This would have given us the opportunity to learn from one another, as well as build synergy. 


  
 
2. Faculty     Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Knew the subject thoroughly.           4.3 av 
b.  Were prepared for course/lectures          4.5 av 
c.  Encouraged participation.           4.7 av 
d.  Presented material clearly.           4.4 av 
e.  Stated clear goals and objectives.          4.1 av 
f.  Stimulated my interest and made          4.5 av 
     subject a worthwhile learning  
     experience.     
g.  Answered questions effectively.          4.4 av 
h.  Provided useful evaluation.           4.3 av 
i.  Responded in a timely            3.3 av 
  manner to questions, drafts, and 
  final assignments. 
j.  Graded my work fairly.           4.4 av 
k. Were prepared for field assignments          4.3 av 
 
Comments: 


• Dr. Pierre-Marie has been very hardworking for our assignments correction and other normal course 
preparation, only problem was  


• We had the best amount of class time at Sevagram, and then there wasn’t enough, so the course became 
confusing.  Instead of all class and then all field, it could have been a little more integrated. 


• The method and dealing of faculty was very good.  
• The class presentations in India, where a group of two-three were given an assignment to read a chapter 


of the RDM textbook was really appreciated. 
o The professor was compassionate and gave us a second change to improve on some of the 


assignments where the instructions seemed not clear. 
 
 
3. Course Materials    Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 


      5  4  3  2  1 
a.  Readings’ contents were useful           4.7 av 
 to me.  
b.  Readings contained sufficient           4.4 av 
     information for me to complete.  
 assignments. 
c. Readings were useful for field          4.5 av 
 assignments and field research 
d.  Course syllabus was clear, useful,           4.6 av 
     and easy to follow. 
e.  Assignment sheets and other            4.3 av 
 course documents were clear, useful,   
     and easy to follow.        
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f.  Course materials will be useful as           4.7 av 
 reference tools.    


 
 
Comments: 


• The fake assignment is a bit confusing to me still, because I am working on having the awesome project 
and have most elements but am missing many because it’s a process.   


• Very useful book from David Gray.  Terrific!! 
• The course syllabus was given to us on time. 


 
4. General Comments 
 


a. What did you like most about the course? 
• Learning about different research theories and their application 
• Applied research, the field practicum for research novices like me, were some of the components I liked 


most about this course. 
• Studying with other students and helping each other. 
• How the Aranachal guys lifted each other up, all the discussions, readings, questions…. all of it! 
• Learning more about  the avoidance finding by using of the tool 
• I like practical work in Arunachal. 
• Generally all the chapters in the course book are interesting for any person interested in research for 


development.  The fact that the professor in charge of the RDM course has experience of working with 
development organizations is an added advantage and will guide the students as much as possible. 
 


b. What did you like least about the course? 
• Not enough time to really go in-depth with PM.  Lack of statistical lectures. 
• Time arrangement for instructor to provide face-to-face instruction was too short 
• Course work on research is very less and the field practicum was not well-planned.  In the process we 


missed out on some data collection methodologies like survey. 
• Too many presentations and a lot of by-the-book regurgitation 
• Not enough class time after Sevagram and the assignments were too big and imaginary, maybe if there 


were more concrete small assignments in between the bigger assignments could have been deeper. 
• Insufficient time 
• The mad rush with which the FGD was carried out.  It did not give room to generate quantitative and 


qualitative information. 
 
 


c.  Will you be able to use what you learned in this course in your community-based work?  Please explain why 
or why not? 
• Yes.  This is the foundation of our research. 
• These research theories will definitely help with community work because it provides tools for 


understanding and improving one’s community. 
• The contents of course can be used in my community since it teaches us about the way to carry out 


research.  But I suggest in future we need some of example of research proposal.  Can learn how other 
people have done the research proposal.  Because for me I never saw research proposal before so I 
would like to see what other people have done.  Thanks. 


• Yes.  Any project should be based on real research to identify issues in the socio-economic and 
environmental aspects.  The research component of this course is one of the most useful course 
outcomes for me.   
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• Sure, the strategies are clear and easy to use. 
• Still working on it. 
• Yes, we can use different methods of research for example interview, group discussion to find problems 


and to change community negative behaviors. 
• Yes.  Research approach is very useful while working with community. 
• Research is the engine of development.  I came to realize that there is need to mainstream research in 


whatever activity we do carry out.  This does not imply that all the time, the research has to be 
comprehensive.  The research needs to fit within the limited resources at our disposal. 


  
     d.  Do you have additional comments or suggestions for improving this course? 


• It would be helpful to have more time with the instructor to learn about theories in detail 
• Need more examples of research proposals so everybody can learn through the references 
• The whole research component of the course for this master’s program can enhance students if 


residential course works were longer than the current time period along with online interactive classes.   
• Maybe the course could use different methods of teaching and more physical class interaction 
• Nope, it’s grand. 
• Need more time for practical during residential. 
• We did not get feedback from the professor (grades) for all the assignments.  We only came to know 


about our performance after receiving the unofficial transcripts.  I would suggest that students are 
availed their results every time an assignment is submitted, just like it was done for the HPHC, and the 
CCC courses.  
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Future Generations Graduate School 
______________________________________________________ 


 
Alumni Survey   December 2006 


ALL ANSWER ARE IN RED LETTER 
 
1. How useful have the knowledge, skills, concepts and principles learned during 
 your graduate studies been to your work? 
 
 Very useful    Somewhat useful    Not at all useful 
 
 
 Please explain your answer: 
 
The knowledge and principles I learned from the graduation study is very useful for the 
personal growth, able to give better performance for the organization and able to provide 
better support and service for the community.     
 
 
 
2.  Please describe how your community has benefited from your involvement in this 
 Master’s Degree program.  
 
Since I was involved in Master program, I should implement, practices and experiment 
all the skills, knowledge and concept I learned from this program which is directly 
benefited to the community because community learns it practical and projects dome for 
their village development.   
 
 
3.  Please describe your current activities to support community change and 
 conservation and how the Master’s Degree program has influenced this work.  
 
Talking on behalf of the Tibet/China, my major program is about the conservation and 
we have seen significant changes on people’s believe and behavior towards environment 
conservation, eco-system and human and species leaving together balancing natural 
resources.  But Master’s Degree program dose not influence much for the conservation 
because the there is not enough subjects to learn about the conservation but it influence a 
lot about the health issues in the Master program.    
 
 
4. From the list below please circle the three courses from which you have learned 
 the most  
 


Term One Courses                                         
Healthy People, Healthy Communities                                      







Practicum: Pedagogy of Place                                     
Sustainable Development: Theory and Practice 
Introduction to Community Development: SEED-SCALE 
 
                                         
Term Two Courses                                         
Nature Conservation and Community Development 
Leadership, Group Decision-Making and Organizational Behavior 
Change Models and Social Movements                               
Practicum: Getting Started, Community-based Action 
 
                                         
Term Three Courses                                       
Agriculture, Food & People                                       
Case Studies in Empowerment                                      
Going to Scale with Community Development 
Research Design and Methods                                      
Practicum: Providing Quality: Iteration and Change 
 
                                         
Term IV Courses                                  
Economics for Decision Makers                                    
Practical Applications for Nonprofit Management 
Himalayan Case Studies                                   
Synthesis and Integration                                        
Practicum: Going to Scale 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. From the list below please circle the three courses from which you have learned 
 the least 
 
 


Term One Courses                                         
Healthy People, Healthy Communities                                      







Practicum: Pedagogy of Place                                     
Sustainable Development: Theory and Practice 
Introduction to Community Development: SEED-SCALE 
 
                                         
Term Two Courses                                         
Nature Conservation and Community Development 
Leadership, Group Decision-Making and Organizational Behavior 
Change Models and Social Movements                               
Practicum: Getting Started, Community-based Action 
 
                                         
Term Three Courses                                       
Agriculture, Food & People                                       
Case Studies in Empowerment                                      
Going to Scale with Community Development 
Research Design and Methods                                      
Practicum: Providing Quality: Iteration and Change 
 
                                         
Term IV Courses                                  
Economics for Decision Makers                                    
Practical Applications for Nonprofit Management 
Himalayan Case Studies                                   
Synthesis and Integration                                        
Practicum: Going to Scale 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Please comment on each of the following parts of the blended learning pedagogy: 
 
 


Online interactive learning 
1. How to use specific online communication (internet). 
2. Some time good ideas but some copying ideas within the student. 







3. More dependent student rather doing their own ideas. 
4. Some time a lot of problem with online communication due to internet and 


professors not keep good regard. 
5. If Online interactive learning system follow accordingly, we can learn 


from it a lot.  
 
 
Residential learning 
 


1. I have learned in site of the student’s skills, knowledge, behavior, believes 
and their organization. 


2. Can be built very strong relationship as friend can continue long term 
learning and sharing ideas and skill. 


3. Special learning was international culture, program strategy, friendship 
and political concept tec.    


 
 
Applied practicum research 


 
1. Learned new ideas and information while reading many books to write project. 
2. Good ideas how to document and different research methods. 


 
 
7. What do you think of the following ideas to improve the program for future 
 classes? 
 


a. Lengthening the program to 2 1/2 or 3 years to allow more time between 
 residentials. 
21/2 year is best idea because it long distance course and 3 year is too long 
because it is Masters program (2 years only). 
  
 
b. Offering five residentials from which students choose four to attend. 
 
 
 
c. Reducing the courses taught by interactive online learning. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
8. What do you think we could do to make the Master’s Degree program better? 
 


1. Focus more specific subjects rather then unpractical subjects. 







2. More qualitative not quantity (meaning teach more detail on specific subject 
that most important for the community development and community). 


3. Each student should have a specific project in the beginning of the Master 
course so, that each student can start learning, practices and experiment with 
this project what ever he/she learned from the Master program. Also every 6 
month participant can present his/her learning and progress of the practicum.  


4. I think management and leadership skills will be more useful and most 
participant can practices when back home rather technical skill.  Because the 
most of the Masters student will be management level people less technical 
people.    


 
 
 
9. Do you feel connected to Future Generations as part of a global learning 
 community?    YES        NO          
 
 Please explain: 
 
The Future Generation’s working areas, Master program teaching strategy, international 
students participation in Masters program and its principle is a global learning 
community.  
 


 
10.    How would you like to continue to be involved with the work of Future  


 Generations and alumni? 
 
 a. Participate in online discussion groups       Yes  No 
 
  If yes, what topics are of most interest to you? Please list: 
 
  ______________________ 
  ______________________ 
  ______________________ 
  
 b. Contribute updates/articles to an alumni e-newsletter Yes  No 
  
 c. Participate in future training workshops when available Yes  No 
 


d. Add yourself and community work to our web-based  Yes No 
 profile 


 
e.  Other 
 
 __________________________________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________________________ 







 
 __________________________________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________________________ 
 
 


 
 
 


 








 
 


 
Future Generations Master’s Program in Applied Community Change and Conservation 


Healthy People/Healthy Communities 
Term 1:  September 2007-February 2008 


EVALUATION SUMMARY 
 
Please complete this form carefully.  Check the number of your choice for each statement.  Then write any 
comments in the space provided below each question.   This information is anonymous and will be used only to 
improve the quality of this course and the Master’s program in the future.   Thank you for taking the time to 
complete this evaluation. 
 
 
1.  Contents of Course   Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Course was well organized.           4.1 av 
b.  Material was presented clearly.           4.0 av 
c.  Stated learning outcomes were met.          4.0 av 
d.  Course contributed to my knowledge          4.3 av 


  and understanding of the subject.  
e.  Course contributed to my practical           4.0 av 
     skills and knowledge related to   
     the subject.    
f. The course made a definite            4.3 av 
   contribution to achieving my  
    career goals.   
g. The field experience was            3.5 av 


meaningful and relevant to my  
community-based work.  


h. The interactive online learning           4.5 av 
component of this course contributed to my 
learning and understanding. 


 
Comments: 


• Courses are very useful, practical and effective 
• In my line of work and interest, community health does not feature as an essential component of my 


programs.  Therefore, the neutral points are mostly based on that reason alone.   
• The online portion was fantastic and challenging.  The residential part of the course felt stretched, 


ill-timed and somewhat disorganized.  It would have been helpful for the professor to have known a 
synopsis of the students so that we didn’t have to go over it in class.  The in-class time felt 
repetitive, the singing was rad and the field portions were great. 


• Contents of course were very nice but there was very less time for this course in residential term 
was in India only one hour time?? 


• Entry points for working with communities is important learning from this course.  Also this course 
helps me to understand workable models of community and people based solutions to health 
problems. 
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• Health is the primary factor of production.  As development practitioners we need to be well versed 
with health issues and sensitize the communities we work with adequately, so that they stay healthy 
and engage in meaningful development.   


o The course was well-balanced, tackling health issues in the underdeveloped world, 
developing and developed countries. 


• The time-table of course was not satisfactory 
• I tried to bring in materials to make the assignment a bit more relevant to my community and was 


told no.  The assignments, when approached as a material review and not critical thought-
provoking, earned me higher scores. 


 
2. Faculty     Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Knew the subject thoroughly.           4.4 av 
b.  Were prepared for course/lectures          3.8 av 
c.  Encouraged participation.           4.0 av 
d.  Presented material clearly.           4.0 av 
e.  Stated clear goals and objectives.          4.3 av 
f.  Stimulated my interest and made          3.3 av 
     subject a worthwhile learning  
     experience.     
g.  Answered questions effectively.          3.8 av 
h.  Provided useful evaluation.           4.1 av 
i.  Responded in a timely            4.3 av 
  manner to questions, drafts, and 
  final assignments. 
j.  Graded my work fairly.           4.1 av 
k. Were prepared for field assignments          3.3 av 
 
Comments: 


•  Dr. Henry has been very hard for our assignment correction and responding, and moreover he 
helped us correct our English as well which improve our English writing skills 


• The responses to papers were extremely helpful and the questions were respectful and specialized 
for each student.  I appreciated this a lot and felt very cared for.  


• Professor was not understand the new participatory method of trainers and how to deal with the 
participants 


• The professors’s comments especially on the English spelling errors and grammar were very useful.  
As such, I improved my English writing skills. 


o The Discussion Board questions were well thought out and made the course more interactive 
and interesting than any other course.  The questions made us dig deeper into health issues 
in our own countries, which we did not know before. 


o The HPHC course revealed to me that despite the fact that my background is social sciences, 
I can ably handle health trainings and sensitization sessions, as long as I have the right 
content to deliver to the target population. 


o The professor is hard working.  He would read each and every bit of the essays as well as 
the Discussion Board submissions, and give feedback promptly.  This motiviated me to go 
on and on with the course, despite the fact that some course units had huge and lots of 
materials to read and synthesize. 


• The book which was delivered to us was very good.  The schedule of course is not planned 
properly. 
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• He wasted a great deal of time expecting the students to entertain him.  We spent the first 4 hours of 
his course reviewing the students who have degrees in the medical field presenting their experience.  
Most of that information would have been available to him through their school application and the 
web profile.  We lost key time in Pierre-Marie’s class because of this. 


 
 
3. Course Materials    Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 


      5  4  3  2  1 
a.  Readings’ contents were useful           4.1 av 
 to me.  
b.  Readings contained sufficient           4.4 av 
     information for me to complete.  
 assignments. 
c. Readings were useful for field          3.9 av 
 assignments and field research 
d.  Course syllabus was clear, useful,           3.8 av 
     and easy to follow. 
e.  Assignment sheets and other            4.1 av 
 course documents were clear, useful,   
     and easy to follow.        
f.  Course materials will be useful as           3.9 av 


 reference tools.   
 


Comments: 
• All course materials were very useful and practical.  I like all of them because most of them are very 


closely related with my community’s health issues.  All those papers will helps us when we preparing 
the health based report.  I understood many technical languages. 


• Course materials were very nice, only materials were which we use it for the course, no lecture or… 
• Reading material was really very useful, which helps me to think and relate with my work. 
• Some of the course materials were dominated by figures and percentages and a bit confusing 


considering that my mathematics is not that perfect 
o Some course materials were too big to be downloaded from the Blackboard.  This made it 


expensive since I entirely have to access Internet/Email services from the Internet Café in my 
rural district. 


o Some assignment had too many readings and it would not be possible to accomplish an 
assignment within the allotted time of six hours; as well as balancing the same with field 
activities. 


• Multimedia never used a teaching aid. 
 
 
 
4. General Comments 
 


a. What did you like most about the course? 
• Community base health system.  Primary health care etc. 
• The interactive classroom and online learnings and the extensive knowledge of faculty in the field of 


public health. 
• The hall class was funny, the readings were fascinating, and the comments were helpful.  The timing 


interaction was great and the online portion had an easy flow to follow. 
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• This is very interesting subject and course but unfortunately the method of teaching was not good.  
(Relevant of the course to our field). 


• Interesting syllabus, useful reading material.  First time vast reading which was really very useful for 
me. 


• The focus group discussions (FGD) in Arunachal Pradesh, India revealed a lot of information into the 
health issues in rural communities.  This brought new insights into the global health concept. 


o The initiative and concepts that can be used to improve community health globally was very 
interesting.  Examples community-based health care (CBHC) as advanced by Bryant (1998) and 
the Drs. Abhay and Rani Bang (2005); cost-effectiveness analysis that was well-explained by 
Skolnik (2007) and Farmer (2003); the home-based neonatal care (HBNC) spearheaded by the 
SEARCH Gadchiroli, Jamkhed CRHP, BRAC; Routine Systematic Home Visitation (RSHV) 
supported by Henry Perry (1999) and Mosley (1988); census-based, impact-oriented (CBIO) 
approach, etc. 


o I liked most the interrelatedness of the HPHC course with other courses like CCC, Praccicum – 
RDM, and Sustainable Devleopment, as well as the linkage of all the courses with Amartya 
Sen’s Five Freedoms.  The linkage builds a holistic approach to tackling global development 
problems, and created synergy. 


o Integrating research in community health with service delivery is worth mentioning 
o  interesting lessons learned include the importance of sound epidemiological data, research 


methodologies fit for rural communities, the importance of culture for health and development, 
etc. 


• The schedule of course was very lengthy, consider to the time 
 


b. What did you like least about the course? 
• Perhaps, it is not really applicable to what I intend to learn in terms of conserving natural resources. 
• The classes during the residential were scattered and confusing, but a couple of them let us bond. 
• One week of professor with us in India and only one hour training or his lecture by using of old method.  


Even how important is this course. 
• Short time in Arunachal for survey and presentation. 
• The inflexibility and the lack of empowerment to think critically. 


  
 
c.  Will you be able to use what you learned in this course in your community-based work?  Please explain why 


or why not? 
 


• Yes, I can use what I have learned from the courses, because most problems are universal and can be 
replicated to every developing country as well.  I learned many things from the courses. 


• I should be able to use my knowledge especially in community development projects which are linked 
to conservation. 


• I can use the information about nutrition and community-based health. 
• Yes, I will definitely use learnings from this course in my community. 
• Health is not just an object living but to put it better is an asset of living a better and productive life.  As 


a result of taking this course and learning new insights, as highlighted above, I am inclined to intensify 
health education in the communities I serve.  Having farmers trained, and or sensitized to recognize 
health problems, and identify behaviors that promote good health, and wellness and that prolong life 
will ensure their positive reaction and consequent behavior change, if they internalize that health is an 
asset.  Farming communities will be motivated to actively participate in developing themselves in their 
respective localities through actively participating in sustainable agriculture (SA) and natural resource 
management (NRM) activities.  They will jealously guard against what can cause ill-health through 
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preventive practices, as well as timely and effective management of diseases and infirmities.  All these 
health precautions will, in the long run, increase production, productivity, and lead to improved 
household incomes.  This will enable farmers to meet their needs, thus realizing the dream of being 
healthy and wealthy.  It is also important to note that the above is in line with the MDGs, which we are 
all working hard to attain. 


• Yes, the PHC and preventive measure is used very well in our community.  Whatever we learn from 
this course, which is accepted by the communities. 


• No.  We do not deal with malaria, HIV, and  child mortality on the level the materials focused on. 
 
     d.  Do you have additional comments or suggestions for improving this course? 


• I do not have any additional comments, because content of courses are very profound and meaningful 
and useful and practical which related to my community.  Dr. Henry has been very hard working for 
our assignments; he helped me to improve my English skills. 


• Specific interactions with individuals rather than a whole village, followed by consecutive visits with 
the same person. 


• This is very interesting course hopefully request you to updated everything and all the professor should 
use new methods of training and use simple language and world using during speech because 90% of 
the student’s language is no native English. 


• Need more time. 
• In the future, more time should be allocated to the FGD.  This will solve the “mad rush” problem. 


o The scanned documents on the Blackboard need to be smaller than what we downloaded for 
some assignments.  This is time saving and economical. 


o In future, joint planning between professors and different residential learning places needs to be 
carried out.  This will create room for ample interaction time between professors and students, 
rather than having the discussions dominated by the hosts most of the time. 


o The course documents were rather too many for some course units.  It becomes rather difficult 
especially for students from non-English speaking countries to handle the assignments 
effectively and submit on time.  I guess this could be the reason why I could not see any 
submission on the Blackboard from some of my fellow classmates, which is unfortunate. 


• I understand there are only 2 students from the U.S., so to suggest doing something different for us 
would be silly.  It was interesting reading the issues in other countries. 


 
Rev 2/23/06 
 








 
 


 
Future Generations Master’s Program in Applied Community Change and Conservation 


Social Change and Conflict Transformation (Summary) 
Term II:  10 March – 22 August, 2008 


 
 
Please complete this form carefully.  Check the number of your choice for each statement.  Then write any 
comments in the space provided below each question.   This information is anonymous and will be used only to 
improve the quality of this course and the Master’s program in the future.   Thank you for taking the time to 
complete this evaluation. 
 
 
1.  Contents of Course   Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Course was well organized.           av 4.71 
b.  Material was presented clearly.           av 4.57 
c.  Stated learning outcomes were met.          av 4.57 
d.  Course contributed to my knowledge          av 4.71 


  and understanding of the subject.  
e.  Course contributed to my practical           av 4.57 
     skills and knowledge related to  
     the subject.    
f. The course made a definite            av 4.00 
   contribution to achieving my  
    career goals.   
g. The field experience was            av 4.20 


meaningful and relevant to my  
community-based work.  


h. The interactive online learning           av 3.83 
component of this course contributed to my 
learning and understanding. 


 
Comments: 


• The contents of the course are very meaningful and insightful 
• Excellent course 
• G and H are not applicable 
• The course was interesting.  However, it would make sense if it were evaluated when we have received 


the grades for the assignment done for this course from Lisa Schirch, which we have not yet received.  
It is a long time since the assignments were submitted.  It is imperative that professors take it upon 
themselves to give feedback to the students on time.  This will help the students to reflect on what they 
wrote down, the lessons learned and their applicability in community work.  


• Social change program is one of very important part of our course, since it teaches us how to build up 
the just and lasting change of our community.  The contents of the course are very fabulous, practical 
and useful.  I like all of them. 
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2. Faculty     Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Knew the subject thoroughly.           av 4.86 
b.  Were prepared for course/lectures          av 4.86 
c.  Encouraged participation.           av 4.86 
d.  Presented material clearly.           av 4.86 
e.  Stated clear goals and objectives.          av 4.86 
f.  Stimulated my interest and made          av 4.43 
     subject a worthwhile learning  
     experience.     
g.  Answered questions effectively.          av 4.57 
h.  Provided useful evaluation.           av 3.71 
i.  Responded in a timely            av 3.86 
  manner to questions, drafts, and 
  final assignments. 
j.  Graded my work fairly.           av 4.20 
k. Were prepared for field assignments          av 4.20 
 
Comments: 


• During the residential at EMU, the professor brought lots of evidences from history that was thought-
provoking, inspiring and insightful.  The implication of this course in bringing social changes and 
conflict transformation is tremendous.  


• It is difficult to answer this because I don’t know my grade yet 
• The teacher was very clear in their class 
• j – didn’t receive grades back; Kk– not applicable 
• I have not heard from the professor since I submitted my assignments.  Why?  Initially we were to 


cover Lisa Schirch’s course and Development and Peacebuilding.  This did not happen.  According to 
the nature of work we do, I felt strongly attached to Development and Peacebuilding, and my sixth 
sense kept telling me that I would have enjoyed SPI the most if I had joined the Development and 
Peacebuilding class. 


• No comments and suggestions at the moment.  Dr. Daniel answers our question very clear an on time, 
never delay to response our questions, even if he is busy. 


 
  
3. Course Materials    Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 


      5  4  3  2  1 
a.  Readings’ contents were useful           av 4.86 
 to me.  
b.  Readings contained sufficient           av 4.86 
     information for me to complete.  
 assignments. 
c. Readings were useful for field          av 4.00 
 assignments and field research 
d.  Course syllabus was clear, useful,           av 4.57 
     and easy to follow. 
e.  Assignment sheets and other            av 4.71 
 course documents were clear, useful,   
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     and easy to follow.        
f.  Course materials will be useful as           av 4.43 


 reference tools.    
 


Comments: 
• The course materials are very useful and practical. 
• The lectures were very interesting and useful 


 
 
4. General Comments 
 


a. What did you like most about the course? 
• The concepts of “strategic nonviolent”, the nonviolent evidences, and the advocacy strategies.  The 


concepts of “power relationships” and “peacebuilding.”  The innovative approaches of learning 
methodologies such as group works, presentations (both faculty and students) and the “Aikido” 
approach. 


• Learning about the power of nonviolence and different experiences from all over the world 
• Field work 
• It was interesting meeting the students from the other places – Zimbabwe, Arizona (I know, but it wasa 


one of the highlights talking to him), Palestine, Iraq (I’ll NEVER forget that!) 
• The seminar involving interaction among various students from different backgrounds  
• Making advocacy strategy, letter writing, types of petitions, history of the social movements 
• All courses 


 
b. What did you like least about the course? 


• It was too short of time to learn about all the concepts and theories  
• The fact that I fell sick and missed some of the classes.  At times the course instructor would talk too 


much.  I would end of dosing and dreaming in class.  Time was rather short.  It would have been good 
for us to do the assignments and submit them there and then.  This created a lot of reluctance on both 
sides (students and the professor) and could explain why some people may not have probably submitted 
assignments and the professor has not responded to those who submitted the assignments. 


• No, I like all of them 
• I would have preferred to be in Trauma Healing or Moral Imagination 
• Seminars and workshops really do not contribute to the depth of our knowledge.  Although I learned 


what was taught, if I am always aware that it is not enough and we just scratched the surface 
 
 


c.  Will you be able to use what you learned in this course in your community-based work?  Please explain why 
or why not? 
• Of course, I would be able to uses the key learnings in my community. Because, this course has given 


me a lot of ideas, evidences and insights about social change and conflict transformation.  I think it is 
very useful to understand the nonviolent social movement and peacebuilding process in the 
communities.  In order to bring changes in the community, I would develop and design advocacy 
campaign on different aspects/issues of community development.  Also I hope to lead the community in 
order to build the peace. 


• I think it is definitely needed in my community but may be a bit sensitive now. 
• Interview in the field 
• Yes 
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• Conflict resolution/transformation can be a useful tool for me in the field of conservation and 
development and especially in my hierarchical society 


• Yes, the social change course built up the foundation for us, how to carry out the social change.  But for 
me I really like the peacebuilding course, since it really insightful for me, however they are very 
sensitive for me at the moment.  I even don’t dare to write my peacebuilding course assignments. 


 
     d.  Do you have additional comments or suggestions for improving this course? 


• Some background research in the form of collecting case studies or any other methods may be 
undertaken by the students as a pre-course assignment. It may be done in the students’ own contexts or 
draw from recent histories in order to understand the dimensions of the power relationships, 
peacebuilding process, and nonviolent movements (e.g. in Bangladesh: Liberation War 1971, Language 
Movement 1952, Mass Movement against Pakistan 1969, Democratic Movement 1990, and so on) 
before undertaking the course work at EMU)  


• The one week training was great, but the online portion seems lacking.  It would be good to follow the 
model of Leadership Course where there is one faculty continue to give instructions to the students. 


• Two of us took advantage of the Trauma Healing for Kids.  It was far more applicable (even for adults) 
in my immediate work.  I really enjoyed having that opportunity.  I really, really, really enjoyed the 
lunch with Lederach.  That was amazing.   


• More time 
 
Rev 2/23/06 
 








Future Generations Graduate School 
______________________________________________________ 


 
Alumni Survey   December 2006 


 
 
1. How useful have the knowledge, skills, concepts and principles learned during 
 your graduate studies been to your work? 
 
 Very useful    Somewhat useful    Not at all useful 
 
 
 Please explain your answer: 
 
I think my situation is likely pretty different than my classmates’, as I jumped out of 
my community work and into my PhD program at the completion of the MA. 
However, my learning during my MA degree completely and totally has focused the 
trajectory of my PhD. I continue to use readings and concepts I learned in my MA 
degree to inform my current research and teaching. And I think that will continue 
even after I finish my PhD. I am forever changed because of the Future Generations 
program (in a good way!)  
 
 
2.  Please describe how your community has benefited from your involvement in this 
 Master’s Degree program.  
 
Despite the fact that I left Cabin Creek after I finished my degree, I do think that 
my community benefited from my involvement in this Master’s Degree program 
during the process. I was able to incorporate a lot of the learning into specific 
projects I was working on in Cabin Creek (most notably, the Photovoice project). 
And while I wasn’t able to enact a full-blown overhaul in Cabin Creek Health 
Center like I proposed in my final paper, I was able to work on pieces of it during 
the MA program.  
 
3.  Please describe your current activities to support community change and 
 conservation and how the Master’s Degree program has influenced this work.  
 
The research that I just finished up was actually inspired by a paper I wrote on 
social capital in the West Virginia coalfields for the Sustainable Development class. 
Here’s an abstract of the paper I just finished (and will hopefully be submitting 
soon for publication to a sociology journal – not sure yet which one): 
 
 


 
 







 
“There Ain’t No Bond in Town Like There Used to Be”  


The Destruction of Social Capital in the West Virginia Coalfields 
 


Shannon E. Bell 
 


ABSTRACT 
 
West Virginia has suffered a long history of exploitation at the hands of outside 


interests, particularly the coal industry. As the second-leading coal producer in the United 
States (behind Wyoming), West Virginia’s economy, and identity, have historically been 
tied to Coal. Many residents argue that Coal’s influence in the local and state politics of 
West Virginia has allowed the industry to engage in highly destructive and unjust mining 
practices that have destroyed the health, safety, and livelihoods of many residents living 
in the southern coal-producing region of the state. I hypothesize that the coal industry has 
also destroyed something more fundamental to the health and well-being of these 
communities: their store of social capital, which is the level of connectedness, 
involvement, and trustworthiness among people and an essential component to a 
community’s ability to engage in collective action to fight injustices. In order to test my 
hypothesis, I conducted 40 semi-structured, face-to-face random interviews in two rural 
towns in West Virginia, one a coal-mining town and the other a demographically similar 
non-coal-mining town, during the summer of 2006. Interviews focused on the various 
components of social capital, including trust, networks, and the social norms of 
reciprocity, civic engagement and cooperation. My analysis of these interviews describes 
the experience of social capital in each town and offers evidence that the coal industry 
has, in fact, contributed significantly to a decline in social capital in the southern 
coalfields of West Virginia, or why, as one resident put it, “There ain’t no bond in town 
like there used to be.” 
 
 
4. From the list below please circle the three courses from which you have learned 
 the most  
 


Term One Courses                                         
**Healthy People, Healthy Communities **                                     
Practicum: Pedagogy of Place                                     
**Sustainable Development: Theory and Practice** 
Introduction to Community Development: SEED-SCALE 


                                         
 
Term Two Courses                                         
Nature Conservation and Community Development 
Leadership, Group Decision-Making and Organizational Behavior 
Change Models and Social Movements                               
Practicum: Getting Started, Community-based Action 


                                         
 







Term Three Courses                                       
Agriculture, Food & People                                       
**Case Studies in Empowerment**                                      
Going to Scale with Community Development 
Research Design and Methods                                      
Practicum: Providing Quality: Iteration and Change 
 
Term IV Courses                                  
Economics for Decision Makers                                    
Practical Applications for Nonprofit Management 
Himalayan Case Studies                                   
Synthesis and Integration                                        
Practicum: Going to Scale 


 
 
5. From the list below please circle the three courses from which you have learned 
 the least 
 


Term One Courses                                         
Healthy People, Healthy Communities                                      
Practicum: Pedagogy of Place                                     
Sustainable Development: Theory and Practice 
Introduction to Community Development: SEED-SCALE 
                                         
Term Two Courses                                         
Nature Conservation and Community Development 
Leadership, Group Decision-Making and Organizational Behavior 
Change Models and Social Movements                               
**Practicum: Getting Started, Community-based Action** 
                                      
Term Three Courses                                       
Agriculture, Food & People                                       
Case Studies in Empowerment                                      
Going to Scale with Community Development 
**Research Design and Methods**                                      
Practicum: Providing Quality: Iteration and Change 
                                         
Term IV Courses                                  
**Economics for Decision Makers**                                    
Practical Applications for Nonprofit Management 
Himalayan Case Studies                                   
Synthesis and Integration                                        
Practicum: Going to Scale 


 
 
 
 







6. Please comment on each of the following parts of the blended learning pedagogy: 
 
 


Online interactive learning 
I thought that Dan and Sheila’s Agriculture, Food, and People class did the 
best in terms of the online interaction. This was a very important part of our 
learning, and it became more valuable, I think, after our first residential 
together. Once we had met each other, the online interactive portion became 
more interesting because we knew more about the contexts in which our 
classmates were working. I think it was a great way for us to stay connected 
between our residentials. 


 
Residential learning 
This aspect of the program was the most amazing, of course. The learning 
that I had during the residential programs was incredible. Not only did I 
learn vastly from the communities we visited, but the informal interactions 
with my classmates offered very important opportunities for learning about 
them, their projects, and their culture. I met some of the most amazing 
people I have ever encountered in my life on those trips, and those memories 
will forever be with me. The experience was one filled with adventure and 
connectedness.  


 
Applied practicum research 
I think of the three components of the blended learning pedagogy, the 
applied practicum research was the weakest. This was because of two reasons 
that I can identify: Firstly, because there were three different directors of the 
academic program (Jerry, John, and Dan), there were three different views 
of what exactly the practicum was. This made it difficult for the students, I 
think, to translate into their home community. Secondly, the fact that each of 
us had jobs, plus coursework, plus catch-up from leaving for a month at a 
time with the residential made it difficult to enact an entirely new project. I 
think if there were clearer action steps that were more succinctly laid out, the 
process might have been more successful.  


 
 
7. What do you think of the following ideas to improve the program for future 
 classes? 
 


a. Lengthening the program to 2 1/2 or 3 years to allow more time between 
 residentials. 
 


Yes. I think this is a great idea. It’s just too hard to cram it all into 
such a short period of time. Plus, having more time between 
residentials would allow for more time to enact aspects of the 
practicum (and not be so crazed when we return from residential, 
trying to catch up on all the work we missed). 







 
b. Offering five residentials from which students choose four to attend. 
  


Yes, I think this works as well. Maybe with the option of attending the 
5th, because I know I would want to attend all of them!! 


 
c. Reducing the courses taught by interactive online learning. 


 
No. I think most of the actual reading and coursework needs to take 
place online. It’s too hard to do it in the residential. I think the 
residential should be reserved for experiential learning, not much in 
terms of reading and paper-writing. There’s so much to see and 
experience while in the different places. For many of us, the travel to 
these countries was a once-in-a-lifetime experience. Students should 
be able to take as much away from that experience as possible, 
without having to work on things they could work on in their home 
communities. 


 
 
8. What do you think we could do to make the Master’s Degree program better? 
 
Dedicate the residential learning to what students can’t see or learn from their home 
communities. There needs to be more time for written and oral reflection and less 
time dedicated to paper-writing and reading during the residential. It should be 
experiential to the greatest degree possible. Save the more formal learning to the 
time students are in their home communities. 
 
9. Do you feel connected to Future Generations as part of a global learning 
 community?    YES        NO         - SOMEWHAT 
 
 Please explain: 
 


While I was a Master’s student I absolutely did, but now I don’t feel 
as connected as before. I think more effort needs to be made to 
continue to connect alumni to the present program and to others in 
the Future Generations network. I feel like we’re losing touch, and 
that makes me really sad. 


 
 
10.    How would you like to continue to be involved with the work of Future  


 Generations and alumni? 
 
 a. Participate in online discussion groups       Yes  No 
 
 
 







  If yes, what topics are of most interest to you? Please list: 
 
Women’s social movements/activism, Environmental issues, knowing what’s going 
on in classmates’ home countries. 
  
 b. Contribute updates/articles to an alumni e-newsletter Yes  No 
  
 c. Participate in future training workshops when available Yes  No 
 


d. Add yourself and community work to our web-based  Yes No 
 profile 


 
e.  Other 
 
I would LOVE to help teach a class, either online or during one of the 
residentials (that would be really really, really great!) I’m teaching my first 
class this summer – a 400-level Women’s and Gender Studies class called 
“Global Feminisms.” I finished putting together the syllabus a couple weeks 
ago. I’m actually using some of the material from a couple of the MA classes. 
A course like this one, or even one in feminist methods, might be especially 
useful to the Masters students, as feminist methods are about balancing out 
power differentials between researcher and subject, and are also often 
participatory and activist. 
 
Here’s a description of the class I’m teaching this summer, just in case you 
might be interested in talking more about my offer! ☺  


 
Overview:  


 


This course seeks to engage the learner in an exploration of feminisms across the 
world with a focus on the regions of: South Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Latin America, 
and the United States. Given that this is a Women’s and Gender Studies course, the 
content is interdisciplinary. We will not only read social science texts and feminist 
theory, but we will also read case studies, poetry, a novel, and will analyze raw interview 
data and films. Through the final project, students will also have the opportunity to draw 
on disciplines not explored in the class. 


This course is divided into five thematic units. The length of time devoted to each 
unit varies, according to the course material. Unit 1 focuses on the various forms of 
“feminism” throughout the world and leads the learner to examine the ways in which his 
or her own Western ethnocentrism may influence an understanding of global feminisms. 
Unit 2’s focus is to introduce the student to the various forms of oppression that women 
suffer throughout the world, whether it is political, cultural, or familial. This is one of the 
largest units in the class and draws in a variety of sources: films, first-hand narrative 
accounts, a case study, and a novel. Unit 3 examines the arguments for why women’s 
rights should be seen as human rights. Some attention is given to the ways in which 
women’s well-being is tied to the economic prosperity and success of the family and the 
nation. The central theme of Unit 4 is grassroots women’s activism throughout the world. 







In this large unit, we will examine four different women’s movements that started from 
the grassroots level: the Chipko Environmental Movement in India, the women’s peace 
movement in Guatemala, the African-American women’s movement for environmental 
justice in the United States, and the Appalachian women’s movement against 
mountaintop removal coalmining in West Virginia. The last of these movements is my 
research area, and students will have the opportunity to read and analyze raw interview 
transcripts with seven Appalachian women activists fighting to save their mountains. 
Finally, the course will wrap-up with Unit 5, which focuses on the role of the outside-in 
change agent acting in partnership with the grassroots community and the government in 
promoting just and lasting change with women throughout the world.   
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Future Generations Master’s Program in Applied Community Change and Conservation 


India Residential Evaluation  
November 1, 2007- November 30, 2007 


 
 
Please complete this form carefully.  Check the number of your choice for each statement.  Then write any 
comments in the space provided below each question.   This information is anonymous and will be used only to 
improve the quality of this course and the master’s program in the future.   Thank you for taking the time to 
complete this evaluation. 
 
 
      Strongly       Strongly 
1.   Sevagram (Gandhi’s Ashram)  Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Time was well organized            av 4.6 
b.  Stated learning outcomes were met           av 4.5 
c.  Time spent contributed to my            av 4.6 


knowledge and understanding  
 of the course material 
d.  Facilities were acceptable             av 3.9 
e. Sufficient classroom space            av 4.4 
f. The overall experience was             av 4.7 


helpful to my learning experience  
 
Comments: 


• Sevegram is the learn and lesson place.  I will copy the positive change which I learn in Sevagram 
• Time management was good; however, the time to reflect and understand was short.  The facilities 


need improvement; I know that it is not in your hands. 
• No comment – everything went on well 
• I would like to suggest more facilities for the visitors in Sevagram 
• This is the perfect place to start the residential.  Thank you very much. 
• Excellent venue for learning! 
• The professors worked well together and had a great command of time. 
• It’s a unique experience to learn social change development in Gandhiji’s Sevagram.  The freedom 


movement of India and its values and action compared with Pedagogy of Place and Social Change 
is amazing. 


• Simple living, high thinking 
• The class was well-prepared.  It was very interesting and informative to learn Gandhi’s idea of 


development and cross it with the place where he lived. 
• I think Sevagram’s experience is the most important part in our residential program because social 


change is extremely important for the development of community.  I suggest we need to pay more 
attention for the process of Gandhi’s movement. 


 
2.   Jamkhed     Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Time was well organized            av 3.5 
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b.  Stated learning outcomes were met           av 4.0 
c.  Time spent contributed to my            av 3.8 


knowledge and understanding  
 of the course material  
d.  Facilities were acceptable             av 3.9
  
e. Sufficient classroom space            av 4.3 
g. The overall experience was             av 4.2 


helpful to my learning experience  
 
 
 
 
Comments: 


• I needed a program, chronogram or itinerary.  The time management was not enough; the lectures 
were only one way; he speaks, we hear – very long speeches.  I was in a regular room – others in an 
excellent room.  Why?  The experience was confused. 


• Too much time was spent at Jamkhed and there was limited time for Gadchiroli; yet there was a lot 
more to learn about at Gadchiroli. 


• The facility which was arranged in Jamkhed was OK.  The Jamkhed experience is important to copy 
as a model. 


• The facility which was available in Jamkhed is satisfactory 
• I do not have any comments because I did not get any inconveniences 
• The experiences of Jamkhed was informative and meaningful, but I think that one day should be 


reduced. 
• A very good place to learn about sustainable development and health people, health community and 


women empowerment.  The faith-based organization.   
• I learned many unique experiences in both sustainable development and rural health issues in 


Jamkhed.  I particularly appreciate the process of women’s empowerment.  However, I suggest we 
do not need that much time in Jamkhed. 


• This was an interesting week and I knew so much 
• Good model of comprehensive development – sustainable development 
• It was very nice to meeting with Dr. Arole I think.  Future Generations may consider to take its 


coursework there for a maximum of 3 days.  CRHP possesses a good history.  But as a Master’s 
student, I like to see other places too. 


 
 
3.   Gadchiroli     Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Time was well organized.            av 4.2 
b.  Stated learning outcomes were met           av 4.2 
c.  Time spent contributed to my            av 4.3 


knowledge and understanding  
 of the course material. 
d.  Facilities were acceptable            av 4.3 
e. Sufficient classroom space           av 4.8 
h. The overall experience was            av 4.8 


helpful to my learning experience  
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Comments: 


• Excellent!  I like Dr. Bang’s comments “Think and act globally!” 
• I personally feel that the time of Henry was very inadequate; next time more time (shorter class).  


Need more time in Gadchiroli to think about research questions. 
• The program of SEARCH conflicted with our class time.  We did not have expected hours for other 


classes. 
• Gadchiroli is another university to learn social change and rural health care.  Again I found the 


importance of social change and its strength.  I emphasize we need to more focus on the process of 
social change in Gadchiroli. 


• An effective replica of Sevagram in modern ages.  Very clear about their vision, goals and 
activities.  One can get a deep understanding how research and community participation leads 
towards an empowered community. 


• The information that we had from Gadchiroli was unique.  We needed one more day. 
• The tribal people want to speak with us.  Perhaps we can organize one night home visit. 
• The work has done by SEARCH appreciated, but still they need to work hard for changing of 


negative behavior in community. 
• Too much time was spent at Jamkhed and there was limited time for Gadchiroli.  Yet there was a lot 


more to learn about at Gadchiroli. 
• [All 5’s on evaluation]… However, I understand we missed some class time with Henry and Pierre-


Marie 
• Best place, best project, best knowledge, not enough time. 


 
4.  Kolkata/Passighat    Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Time was well organized.            av 4.3 
b.  Stated learning outcomes were met           av 4.1 
c.  Time spent contributed to my            av 4.1 


knowledge and understanding  
 of the course material 
d.  Facilities were acceptable             av 4.6
  
e. Sufficient classroom space            av 4.8 
i. The overall experience was             av 4.7 


helpful to my learning experience  
 
Comments: 


• Excellent organization, perfect coordination, good approach to develop knowledge and discussion.  
Hospitable and warm people. 


• Everything was OK in Kolkata.  I found situation in Passigat was very different than other area in 
India (hygiene and sanitation, education….) very good. 


• The arrangement in Kolkata was OK.  What Mr. Omak did for Future Generation of Passighat – his 
work is appreciated.  But need time to make the PHC sustainable. 


• Because of their environment, Passighat looks very nice place; everything was so interesting.  One 
politician started to work and organize the program - that was a valuable help! 


• Thanks to Future Generations to explore such a wonderful place for students.  The application of 
SEED SCALE which I learn from the Passighat and how to work with the government is also 
important 
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• Written history of Village Welfare Workers will be helpful for us to better understand this story 
• Could have arranged one day rest in Kolkata 
• Need more time for FGD and household survey.  Thanks to Future Generations for giving 


opportunity to learn from “Adi.”  I enjoyed because in my community, tribes are these – same 
culture.  I will share all experience, photos and videos with my tribal community. 


• Arunachal is excellent!  It has cultural diversity.  Future Generations may consider 15 days/2 weeks 
stay in Arunachal, so that students can interact with the people.  Thank you.  I’ll remember for a 
long time! 


• We could learn a lot with the experience of community if it was also documented like Jamkhed. 
• The subjects and the way of delivery of it.  Content is very expressive and understandable 
• Housing, food, peer group and interaction; community visit and learning 


 
Please list what you liked most about this residential: 


• Social change, sustainable development, Sevagram and Gadchiroli courses 
• Exposure of Future Generations, Arunachal. 
• International group – very good group, Mr. Omak and his hospitality, wildlife sanctuary, seed-scale 


approach, Dan’l Taylor and Dan Wessner’s style of teaching 
• Learning about different projects that are implemented by local people 
• Learning and sharing with other students 
• Processes of social change, women’s empowerment, integration, equity, evidence-based decision.  


Panchayat leadership – all voluntary system such as VWW. 
• A tight time schedule 
• Residential area, people, learning 
• Food with vegetables, auto service at dinner or lunch time, to visit villages to talk with the people; 


however, the language is still a ? even in India. 
• Hands-on learning, getting to know the faces behind the words on Blackboard, seeing the country 
• Exposure to community projects, women empowerment, centre of science for the villages, Gandhi’s 


ashram-Sevagram, SEED-SCALE at Future Generations Arunachal 
• Community visits and exchange, social nights, Dan W. and Daniel T. classes, facilities visits and 


exchange 
 
Please list what you liked least about this residential: 


• Staying 1 week in Jamkhed 
• Unclean residential and dining facilities at Sevagram 
• Meat 
• Sometimes not knowing where we are going and what’s happening next 
• Communities are not informed enough about our objectives and intensions 
• To learn experiences in health community programs (Jamkhed, Gadchiroli, Arunachal) 
• To visit Sevagram and to know about Ghandi 
• Wildlife sanctuary because we went there hurriedly.  When we arrived there, we didn’t receive any 


written information of the sanctuary. 
• Time management (in some cases) 
• Without time to rest and wash clothes 
• 24-hour bumpy bus ride, being shuttled everywhere, cockroaches and fleas in the hotels  
• Packed timeline (increased stress), spicy food 
• Slow travels in bus – overstopping for coffee/tea – poor time management 
• 24 hours by bus without appropriate rest, lectures without a general objective (Jamkhed), not having 


a general itinerary for the whole residential, the reception when I arrived 
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Please list any suggestions you have for improving the quality of the India Residential: 


• Reduce time of coursework at Jamkhed 
• Use more audio-visual materials 
• Maximum 2 courses at a time 
• For research work, need more time.  If students have to do research work, then there is a need of 


planning more time for this. 
• Give some time for students to introduce their own communities – two or three students at a time, 


can spread out evenly throughout the month 
• Make student ID or name tag so that the communities know who we are 
• Need to balance the schedule according to the importance of the course 
• We suggested about course representative, making Class 3 representative in order to help Future 


Generation staff to spread the information before leaving our countries to the residential term. 
• Realistic timeline to give students – time to synthesize info and integrate 
• Reduced spices 
• Adjustment while travelling long distances; not overtaking tea and overstopping 
• To prepare a general itinerary for the residential 
• To prepare a general objective about the lectures 
• To have a comfortable bus and travel only 12 hours maximum 
•  [More suggestions stated in group debriefing] 


 
Please list any additional comments you have concerning the India Residential: 


• Please undertake special intervention/initiative for non-native English speakers (focus should be 
given to enhancing listening skills) 


• Orient students about multi-culture environment just after arrival 
• Orient students about the norms and values that are expected by Future Generations school and 


students 
• Ensure internet facilities as much as possible.    Thanks! 
• Course started at Sevagram – was very good. 
• There are two classes that shared one assignment with different requirements.  I think lack of 


communication between faculties and between students and teachers made this assignment a burden 
for the students.  I hope faculty can clearly state the assignments to the students. 


• Maybe we could have meeting with local authorities (local government, Ministry of Health, etc), 
and know about national social programs in health, agriculture, development, and nutrition. 


• More presentation opportunity 
• Allocate more time for IC3 lessons and tests 
• Participatory planning by Future Generations and management of the institution to strike a balance 


between classroom work (interaction between professors and students) and fieldwork. 
• We should have a student ID card 
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Alumni Survey   December 2006 


 
 
1. How useful have the knowledge, skills, concepts and principles learned during 
 your graduate studies been to your work? 
 
 Very useful    Somewhat useful    Not at all useful 
 
 
 Please explain your answer: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Please describe how your community has benefited from your involvement in this 
 Master’s Degree program.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Please describe your current activities to support community change and 
 conservation and how the Master’s Degree program has influenced this work.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







4. From the list below please circle the three courses from which you have learned 
 the most  
 


Term One Courses                                         
Healthy People, Healthy Communities                                      
Practicum: Pedagogy of Place                                     
Sustainable Development: Theory and Practice 
Introduction to Community Development: SEED-SCALE 
 
                                         
Term Two Courses                                         
Nature Conservation and Community Development 
Leadership, Group Decision-Making and Organizational Behavior 
Change Models and Social Movements                               
Practicum: Getting Started, Community-based Action 
 
                                         
Term Three Courses                                       
Agriculture, Food & People                                       
Case Studies in Empowerment                                      
Going to Scale with Community Development 
Research Design and Methods                                      
Practicum: Providing Quality: Iteration and Change 
 
                                         
Term IV Courses                                  
Economics for Decision Makers                                    
Practical Applications for Nonprofit Management 
Himalayan Case Studies                                   
Synthesis and Integration                                        
Practicum: Going to Scale 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







5. From the list below please circle the three courses from which you have learned 
 the least 
 
 


Term One Courses                                         
Healthy People, Healthy Communities                                      
Practicum: Pedagogy of Place                                     
Sustainable Development: Theory and Practice 
Introduction to Community Development: SEED-SCALE 
 
                                         
Term Two Courses                                         
Nature Conservation and Community Development 
Leadership, Group Decision-Making and Organizational Behavior 
Change Models and Social Movements                               
Practicum: Getting Started, Community-based Action 
 
                                         
Term Three Courses                                       
Agriculture, Food & People                                       
Case Studies in Empowerment                                      
Going to Scale with Community Development 
Research Design and Methods                                      
Practicum: Providing Quality: Iteration and Change 
 
                                         
Term IV Courses                                  
Economics for Decision Makers                                    
Practical Applications for Nonprofit Management 
Himalayan Case Studies                                   
Synthesis and Integration                                        
Practicum: Going to Scale 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







6. Please comment on each of the following parts of the blended learning pedagogy: 
 
 


Online interactive learning 
 
 
 
Residential learning 
 
 
 
 
Applied practicum research 


 
 
 
 
 
 
7. What do you think of the following ideas to improve the program for future 
 classes? 
 


a. Lengthening the program to 2 1/2 or 3 years to allow more time between 
 residentials. 
 
  
 
b. Offering five residentials from which students choose four to attend. 
 
 
 
c. Reducing the courses taught by interactive online learning. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
8. What do you think we could do to make the Master’s Degree program better? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







9. Do you feel connected to Future Generations as part of a global learning 
 community?    YES        NO          
 
 Please explain: 
 
 
 
 


 
10.    How would you like to continue to be involved with the work of Future  


 Generations and alumni? 
 
 a. Participate in online discussion groups       Yes  No 
 
  If yes, what topics are of most interest to you? Please list: 
 
  ______________________ 
  ______________________ 
  ______________________ 
  
 b. Contribute updates/articles to an alumni e-newsletter Yes  No 
  
 c. Participate in future training workshops when available Yes  No 
 


d. Add yourself and community work to our web-based  Yes No 
 profile 


 
e.  Other 
 
 __________________________________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________________________ 
 
 __________________________________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________________________ 
 
 


 
 
 


 








 
 


 
Future Generations Master’s Program in Applied Community Change and Conservation 


Sustainable Development 
Term 1:  September 2007-February 2008 


EVALUATION SUMMARY 
 
Please complete this form carefully.  Check the number of your choice for each statement.  Then write any 
comments in the space provided below each question.   This information is anonymous and will be used only to 
improve the quality of this course and the Master’s program in the future.   Thank you for taking the time to 
complete this evaluation. 
 
 
1.  Contents of Course   Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Course was well organized.           4.7 av 
b.  Material was presented clearly.           4.7 av 
c.  Stated learning outcomes were met.          4.6 av 
d.  Course contributed to my knowledge          4.6 av 


  and understanding of the subject.  
e.  Course contributed to my practical           4.6 av 
     skills and knowledge related to  
     the subject.    
f. The course made a definite            4.3 av 
   contribution to achieving my  
    career goals.   
g. The field experience was            4.4 av 


meaningful and relevant to my  
community-based work.  


h. The interactive online learning           4.4 av 
component of this course contributed to my 
learning and understanding. 


 
Comments: 


• The course taught us about the sustainable development and concepts.  The components of 
developments, which increased my understandings of development and concepts.  I am particularly 
appreciated with the Dr. Sen’s book.  This book carefully analysis the development and its components. 


• I enjoyed this course a lot though at times it was difficult to bring the village issues back to the issues 
the United States, but it is a wonderful challenge.  Sen’s book was ridiculously awesome and I think 
about his points constantly.  The physical aspects of the class – the sock throwing and just being 
together was great – the use of parables was very interesting too. 


• Exposure and work experience from four sites in India was very useful.  New insights from Jamkhed 
and SEARCH, Gadchiroli 


• Amartya Sen’s Development as Freedom as well as John Paul Lederach’s The Moral Imagination are 
unique books with great lessons about the subject of sustainable development and social change. 


• The course was well-organized; the course was meaningful to our field experience. 
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2. Faculty     Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 
      5  4  3  2  1 


a.  Knew the subject thoroughly.           4.9 av 
b.  Were prepared for course/lectures          4.7 av 
c.  Encouraged participation.           4.8 av 
d.  Presented material clearly.           4.7 av 
e.  Stated clear goals and objectives.          4.9 av 
f.  Stimulated my interest and made          4.9 av 
     subject a worthwhile learning  
     experience.     
g.  Answered questions effectively.          4.3 av 
h.  Provided useful evaluation.           4.3 av 
i.  Responded in a timely            4.3 av 
  manner to questions, drafts, and 
  final assignments. 
j.  Graded my work fairly.           4.6 av 
k. Were prepared for field assignments          4.4 av 
 
Comments: 


• Dr. Dan has been very hard-working for our assignments.  He replies our assignments very punctual 
even if he is busy with other academic program.  


• My faculty for this course was very cooperative, knowledgeable, and experienced.  Thank you. 
• The Blackboard interaction was great.  The social change lessons from the Ashram – Sevagram will 


forever be in my memories. 
• The lecture and material was prepared very well for the course; the questions were answered on 


time with examples. 
•  


 
3. Course Materials    Strongly       Strongly 
      Agree  Agree  Neutral Disagree Disagree 


     5  4  3  2  1 
a.  Readings’ contents were useful           4.9 av 
 to me.  
b.  Readings contained sufficient           4.7 av 
     information for me to complete.  
 assignments. 
c. Readings were useful for field          4.6 av 
 assignments and field research 
d.  Course syllabus was clear, useful,           4.6 av 
     and easy to follow. 
e.  Assignment sheets and other            4.7 av 
 course documents were clear, useful,   
     and easy to follow.        
f.  Course materials will be useful as           4.7 av 


 reference tools.    
 
Comments: 


• Course materials are very useful and practical. 
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• Very useful reading material 
• As explained in 1 above. 
• The course materials useful as reference tool for the field and assignments. 


 
 
 
4. General Comments 
 


a. What did you like most about the course? 
• I like the Sen book 
• The interactive classes during the residential period and face to face learnings 
• I liked the parables, group interaction, books, and assignments.  The classes were inspiring, though-


provoking and challenging. 
• The course material that were assigned in readings were inspirational and helpful in doing 


community work 
• To learn more about sustainability 
• All four sites, participatory method, learning by doing. 
• The Pedagogy of Place reoriented us so well into the course and the Master’s program in general.  


The social change lessons at Sevagram were invaluable.  All the textbook materials are relevant and 
dig deeper into the practical realities of sustainable development (Amartya Sen, Paul Lederach and 
Subverting Greed).  Sen’s Five Freedoms.  Bloom’s Taxonomy – FQTCCFASRQ 


• If our kind teacher use multimedia for the teaching purpose we will learn a lot. 
• Lederach 


 
 
b. What did you like least about the course? 


• I wanted more time in class with the professor.  At times I felt that my questions were responded to 
with assumptions and negativity towards my past, and this left me feeling bitter at times.  However, 
I understand these accusations and am working to not be a part of them. 


• Some of the readings and concepts were difficult to understand due to my poor English skill.  
However, both instructors and other colleagues helped me to understand 


• Materials was not so clarified as it should be 
• Short time in Arunachal 
• Sen (but, I refer to his stuff all the time now – go figure), not having more time in this class 


  
 


c.  Will you be able to use what you learned in this course in your community-based work?  Please explain why 
or why not? 


• The contents of course can be used in my community and other developing country as well.  
Because all of those papers were designed for universal development. 


• The concepts learned from this course will be helpful in doing community work because these 
concepts are helpful in thinking objectively, rationally, and thinking at larger scale 


• Yes, my community newly have started development and it need for sustainability 
• Yes, this is very important subject for me.  My dream is to develop sustainable programme for my 


community in Gadchiroli 
• The social change and sustainable development lessons learned from the India residential is a 


landmark that most people, including our bosses at our places of work back home in our countries, 
development practitioners, friends, family, relatives and colleagues in all spheres of life may have 
possibly never experienced in their lives.  The India residential presented very good examples of 
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social change through mobilizing human energy (Sevagram), environmentally friendly low cost 
recycling technologies fit for community development (Centre of Science for Villages Wardha), 
women empowerment and integrated community health care package (Jamkhed), community 
research as a powerful tool and engine of development and policy advocacy/influence (SEARCH 
Gadchiroli), SEED-SCALE applicability (FG-Aranachal).  I personally came back to my home 
country and Kisoro District community pregnant with information, and development concepts.  I’ll 
make sure that the knowledge does not rot in my head, but replicated in the communities I serve.  
The same lessons and information materials have been shared with workmates and interested 
friends. 


• Yes I am able to use the most important points which I learn during this session in the field. 
• Absolutely, I have already incorporated it into my business and my community 


 
  
     d.  Do you have additional comments or suggestions for improving this course? 


• I suggest in future need more Blackboard discussions regarding the Sen’s book.  Because we could 
not discuss it deeper, everybody just upload their assignments then finished, nobody come to 
Blackboard to discussion including myself. 


• More in class time in the residentials, less lectures by guest speakers, and more quality field time 
with one group as opposed to logs of different events without depth of understanding. 


• Yes, I would like to request to the professor, if it is possible to use simple English language 
• Since I missed participating in the film series due to lack of access to Internet and the fact that my 


communities are illiterate and semi-literate, I would be grateful if we try out the same during the 
U.S. residential.  I pray that my request will be put under your consideration. 


• I’m highly indebted to Christie Hand, the Registrar for timely and regular communication on 
various issues, including the course assignments.  This applies to all the courses. 


•  
 


Rev 2/23/06 
 





