Summary of Peru Residential Group Evaluation
5 December 2008

1.  Peru Residential

· The best residential so far.
· Students liked the structure of class time - more opportunities for class analysis and interaction, as opposed to professor-focused presentations in the U.S.  

· Would have liked a more balanced curriculum including visiting sites not associated with Future Generations.
· Appreciated the applied nature of Huanuco – theory and field learning.
· Very much appreciated LeeAnn’s contribution.
· Good to have Wendy, Sal, and Mike there.  Appreciate visitors who are sincere learners.

· Going to Scale course – valued the chance to interact with and learn from classmates, not just from professor.
· Food Security – valued the link of theory to practice.
2.  Residentials in general
· Terms 2 and 3 residentials are too close together.  Creates financial and work hardships.  Terms 3 and 4 residentials are too far apart. 
· Home stays would be helpful to get to know people better.
· Residentials are excellent learning experiences, but need to emphasize field learning more (not just field trips). Field activities right now tend to be monotonous.  
· Want feedback from last residential’s evaluation.  
· India: 

· Important as first residential because of inspirational leaders (Aroles, Bangs, and Gandhi). 
· Jamkhed had good lessons but a lot of repetition.  Gadchiroli was well-structured with good examples.
· Possibly add Bangladesh because of all the development activities there.
· U.S. residential:

· Hardest week was at Towson – tried to cover too much and received conflicting messages.
· Time in Circleville was good because students were in the community, engaging with the people.
· Kristen upset about how things turned out in Philadelphia:  thought she would have 5 days as at other sites and would get special credit.
· Better balance in course content than India and Peru.
3.  Practicum 

· Options and rationale need to be clearly presented during Term I.
· More focus should be on Practicum, particularly during Term IV.
· Need more help in practical research skills, not only academic/scientific research.    

· Structure into two tracks:  research and project implementation (i.e. set up an experiment, a description of a community process underway.)

· Practicum needs to be more in-depth and tailored to students’ specific needs.
· LQAS presentation in Peru was very helpful.  What is qualitative equivalent?   Also need more instruction in quantitative method.  Doing surveys in Circleville was a very good experience.
· Cybrary powerpoint was confusing.  The faculty advisor should coach students individually concerning library resources.
4.  Recruitment
· Need to give more attention to professional aspirations after the degree.
· Make workload very clear during recruitment.
· Joy:  Get only Africans who have a commitment from their organizations.  Focus on African women - men are afraid of all the work.  She will help recruit.  

· Students want to help recruit, but need tools (recruitment cards, etc.) 
5.  Curriculum and teaching / learning
· Focus is on health and environment in current curriculum.  Would like instruction in economics (i.e. microfinance), literacy, education (i.e. adult and nonformal education)

· Importance of holism (i.e. discuss the education implications of CLAS, not just health)
· Need to allow time for synthesis and integration during each term, not just Term IV. 
· Find better ways to learn from communities being visited during residential rather than just learning from professors.
· Students need to learn from their OWN communities concerning how change happens.
· Students need more opportunities to interact in a structured environment and learn from each other.  

· Want to see examples of empowerment.
· Would like to see more systematic approach to teaching:  What is rationale behind each instructor’s teaching style?   Instructors need to be taught to fully use Moodle.  Instructors need to clarify what is expected from reading assignments.
· On-line learning:  

· Hard to practically apply on-line learning – seems that they only answer questions 
· Particularly frustrating when there is not group participation in discussions.  Skype discussions might be better (would have to be synchronous - force people to be online together).  

· Syllabus should require student-student participation, not just student-professor
· Internet connection is difficult.  Cuts out when working on Moodle / Blackboard – results in loss of assignment.

6.  Miscellaneous
· Students resent the feeling from professors that they are “guinea pigs” and that future students will have a better experience.
· Value the strong cohesion of their cohort – feel that this would be hurt by allowing students to “cross” classes.
· Student representatives should be selected and given specific roles during Term I for Student Affairs and Academic Affairs committees.  Students need a voice earlier.  
