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1.
How useful have the knowledge, skills, concepts and principles learned during 
your graduate studies been to your work?


Very useful  

Some what useful  

Not at all useful


Please explain your answer:

Currently I am a part time lecturer at the Health Tutor’s college teaching Public Health subject. It involves essay reading and writing, research, field work and home visits. I have guided and instructed the students I teach, to give their essays in the way Prof. Henry Perry, Dan Wessnner and Daniel required of me to answer their assignments during the course. (The QTCCFASQ method) To keep truck, understand and focus on the question. I still go through my home work that I submitted during the course and learn from the mistakes.  Last year on 19/09/08 I had a paper presentation at the 20th UNACOH annual scientific conference. The “Theme was 30 years of Primary Health Care what’s Ugandan situation?” Most of the literature I used was drawn from the “Health people Health Communities” and “Equity and empowerment” out of Henry Perry’s books. To date the skim and scan method I acquired while learning English lesson, has helped me in speed, picking on important points only and taking shorter time. I enjoy using the skim and scanning. As I introduced it, some students still have problems using it and few have picked up. When going for study visits in other districts of the country, the students I take do keep too the journal. We discuss and draw experiences and this makes it interesting. It also brings fresh memories of the time we had with my classmates and very often I try to interest the students by telling stories and showing pictures with the hope that they apply for the same course I had. (The Gachirolli in India, Anappuna in Nepal, Hanuaco, Cusco, and Lima in Peru, Adirondach in America experiences).During the Nature and conservation subject, Mike and group used to give assignments about the people and their connectivity with the environment especially plants, animals, water and other features. Health is wealth, and this is unseparatable from public health. In Uganda the environment had been ignored for quite long and was not used and man was not put in the center of development. This explains why nationals never used most of the natural resources. Instead were exploited. While I address areas like poverty alleviation, education, health issues, wars and conflicts, developments and politics I allow student participation and involvement to find out the best solutions to our problems so that in future they help the communities sustainability and development. I have tried to give some home work to students that I was given during the course to test students understanding comparing to my understanding. To my surprise some generate good points which I never thought of. 

2. Please describe how your community has benefited from your involvement in this 
Master’s Degree program.

I work with three categories of communities every day.

1. Schools of higher learning for students of undergraduate, diploma, certificates and those on the job training.

2. The Community Health Department of Mulago Hospital, whose catchments area is a slum. It is composed of six parishes. With a population of 35,000 according to the housing and population census 2002
3. In the hospital I interact with, teach, and treat patients’ attendants, patients, and clients, visitors from different areas coming to learn both health workers and support staff.

These categories I handle at different levels. I borrow experiences from the study sites which I had from the different countries during the course. The experiences are comparable to the Ugandan situation and then find out what is workable in our situation. These examples have been initiated and in practice.

1. Mulago hospital is the national referral hospital. And there are three main labour suites. I discussed about the practice of husbands involvement of assisting midwives in labour suites when their wives are in labor (Peruvian experience). Health workers were excited and the administration. Slowly some are practicing it and others not. Those who are not practicing are culturally affected. This will help the communities too, to stop doubting the health workers’ practices and also husbands to accept their wives to practice family planning. Uganda’s fertility rate is high 6% each woman delivering 6-8 children.
2. During my course, my first attempt of the proposal was majored in VHT and it was not funded. I had developed it with my team under the supervision of Daniel. I did not give up. The Village Health team (VHT) strategy was adapted. Today it is funded by the Canadian Public Health Association in one of the rural districts. It is in line with the Ministry of Health policy, running almost in 15 districts of the country. I am the sub district coordinator Kyenjojo district. This is the second year. I visit the area for supervision once in three months. The entry point was immunization. This year there is a plan to roll over the whole district. UNICEF has also funded and has started to train trainers (Palin, silIe, Hanuco and Cusco experiences).
3. Mulago hospital is amidst urban slums. As a Public Health Nurse I carry out home visits in the hospital’s catchment area. Today I and the team have started formation of 10 homes to be cared for by the village woman or man for their health matters and they have started off well including submitting reports to the health unit. Selection is democratically done and work is voluntary. We have already submitted a proposal to start urban VHT. Currently there are no funds.

4. I too introduced bio gas system that I learnt while at India. People use cow dug. Some people hesitate to use it. Most houses are built with wattle and grass so there is fear insecurity from the fire. And the unwanted stuff is put to garden as manure.

5. I applied to start English class but not yet proven and there is no money, but my ascent is excellent and admirable. At times visitors from abroad come I am called upon to talk, chat, discuss, and take them in and around the hospital or in the field. They all listen and ask questions.
3. Please describe your current activities to support community change and conservation and how the Master’s Degree program has influenced this work.

Palin experience. (38 %) Ugandans live below poverty line not earning a dollar per day. I and the team have trained communities in income generation activities. I introduced candle making, bio gas and planting of bamboo trees and to sustain the environment. Most of the communities cut down and burn the trees to get charcoal. Charcoal is highly paid. In Uganda bamboo is of less importance since we still have a lot of indigenous traditional species of trees. The people feel that bamboo is weak in the construction of houses and other structures. I show them the pictures I got from the study tours. As of now they have used them in the construction of fences, building small houses for dogs and food granaries.

Tree planting it is the governments call for every one to plant trees and sell them off as a project. I and the team we are reinforcing it in our area .People have started but not with much vigor. With time there will be improvement. 

Fish ponds at my village, as a family we started fish farming. We created an environment like that of a wet land and maintained a natural setting as most of the fish we have in Uganda. We started off with the small unwanted fish from the fishermen that are thrown back to water. The cost is cheap as fish feeds on the mosquito’s larvae, snails and other creatures. There is improvement of diet though with not much harvesting. Fish protect us from malaria too. The only problems we have encountered are the snakes feeding on the small fish and the neighbors fishing them without our consent. 
Hygiene maintenance
I discussed about keeping Mulago clean with good results. Mulago hospital management adopted the practice of a monthly cleanliness campaign in and around the compound and the complex. The hospital director spear heads it. All the staff gets involved. It is not yet a concern of all the people to keep it clean. Unlike Americans that keep America clean and for decades.

4. From the list below please highlight the three courses from which you have learned the most (with a brief explanation)
All.

Sorry not to be selective as you desire. And I very much know that this is a survey to get both quantitative and qualitative data. I say and write that all the subjects were in line with the school’s objectives. To teach, demonstrate research and make communities change. They fit within the Ugandan situation. I met this for the first time. Praise God the most high. If not future Generations school what would I be today? The methods of teaching were an inspiration. It gave me courage to be reading all the books, online postings and CDs which lectures gave me. I had never owned a lap top and my typing speed was slow. I learnt this during the course.  The computers at the place of my work are in the offices of head of department. I used to do my home work with vigor. I never missed any of my residential with the aim of sharpening my ear to listen from the participating lecturers, see all the areas written about in the books we read at home and to ask questions. I remember reading a book,” Seed to civilization” within a day. I did not use a skim and scan method with the aim of not losing any sentence. A lot of foods and their history are there and some to my Ugandan situation is a waste. I appreciate now the seriousness, strictness of lectures during the marking, grading and direction of my work. 

5. From the list below please highlight the three courses from which you have learned the least (with a brief explanation)
I am from the low least developing country. Precisely I would be very ungreat full if I comment on this section. All my discussions and writings during the course were always contrally to what others were presenting. I used to be asking a lot of questions exhausting lecturers and fellow students in all subjects among the group. This was due to ignorance, lack of exposure and knowlegde. I discussed a lot about disparities between the developed and undeveloped countries. I remember while at Washington almost losing track with the group while staring at sky writing. This has never happened in my country may be in Africa at large. Any one over there to challenge me?

                                        

6.
Please comment on each of the following parts of the blended learning pedagogy:

Online interactive learning 

As a distance education program, this is one way it is conducted. It was interesting, very Provo cal, challenging, exchanging ideas and learning from both lecturers and students. I still look at the web and spider networking.
Residential learning
It gave me time to be close to my lecturers, fellow students and field staff. The information discussed, read and observed became a reality.
Applied practicum research
Teachings, discussions and practicum had a minimum package.
7.
What do you think of the following ideas to improve the program for future 
classes?

a. Lengthening the program to 2 1/2 or 3 years to allow more time between residentials.

 I suggest leaving it as it is. On recruitment clear intuitional laws and regulations should be done. Then students choose to join or not. The school could also borrow some ideas from sister institutions. To add on more time I feel will or may be expensive to the students in terms of costs and time both the self sponsored and sponsored. My thinking is, it is the individual students commitment and seriousness on how takes it up the study that matters. There will never be enough time. One has to create it. I studied while Ugandan power was disturbing than today. It used to worry me a lot. I got surprised to learn that students from the most favorite situations were slow to complete the assigned work. I am lecturing but some students do not take studies so serious. This is a problem to both developed and undeveloped countries. My suggestion is, let the school change some of its systems. Revise and strengthen them. My question is, “what will happen if you increase on time and still face the same problems”?   

b. Offering five residentials from which students choose four to attend.

Will those residential be having the same features of the requirements of the school in the interest of the lecturer and students? Then there is need then to guide the students in this exercise. If decision has been made to increase on time, then there will be ample time for others to complete their home work. But also put in mind for security to prevail. 

c. Reducing the courses taught by interactive online learning.

This will depend upon the objectives of the school, curriculum and award. May be the school will increase on the residential period so as to cover the course content desired. While there, Daniel used to share with us that Future Generation School was unique. Interactive online was one of the ways it showed its uniqueness .Does the school intend to turn to the traditional institution? During the planning and establishment of the institution what was the initial thinking?

8. What do you think we could do to make the Master’s Degree program better?

· I suggest that it’s high time to think of increasing the school to higher learning like award of PhD so that during the master program student look at it as an inspiration. It would also be good if the school opens doors to its partners and send the excellent students to them for future studies immediately after the masters.

· Let lecturers identify best qualified students in their subjects who had faired well so that they work with them commuting from their countries. This will help students to be strategic in their career and hope for the future. May be more study sites will be opened in different countries.

· The periodic survey method is one of the strategies, evaluation of lecturers, methods of teaching and students.

· A couple carrying out the same job can defame the institutions competition. There may be individual’s feelings, attitudes and dislikes about some students. A husband or a wife may understand his or her relation with the student. It oppresses students thus affects performances. It also controls conflicts between lecturers and students. Most often lecturers protect their fellow lecturers.

· As an international school address too the issue of racism. I witnessed it during the residential and was affected. For example when working in groups were chosen or sharing rooms.

· It is high time to extend study sites in Africa.

· Create time to train students in some of the cultures likely to be met especially those in the study sites. It is bad to hurt and be hurt too. This creates awareness, helps one to be prepared and allows socializations. For example, my country Uganda there is no giving tips.

9. Do you feel connected to Future Generations as part of a global learning 
community? 

   YES        NO         


Please explain:

The school is still concerned with each and every ones where about and progress after qualification. And keeping us on truck for example the survey sent of late.

As class of classmates during the Bhutan residential we created students mail and today we are still together and connected. Consultations, stories, citations are still going on among us.

At the beginning of the year 2009, I got greetings from our former lecturers. This was exciting and an encouragement.

It is an international school and I am international. When I do my writings and discussions I bring in insights from study sites. As students we met and discussed from different countries. I feel having wide experience.  Like Europe, Asia, Middle East and Africa. I meditated on different spheres, comparisons then initiations about the future or work to be done in my mother country. The study sites I toured are pushing me to do a lot but still much desired. The interactive on line learning was amazing. Reading ones writings and discussing each and every ones work drawing experiences. I still tell that while at New York in a museum, I was interviewed by the television journalist. For two days I appeared on the New York television during news hour. When I and the group entered in shops people would first say to me, “I remember seeing you on the television, are you one of the students in the international school?” Then there was an opportunity to talk about the school, my country and many questions were raised. I am still excited when I remember this. 

10.    How would you like to continue to be involved with the work of Future 

Generations and alumni?


a.
Participate in online discussion groups    


Yes 
No



If yes, what topics are of most interest to you? Please list:



All because it will be like still in class and connected to the Graduate school.

b.
Contribute updates/articles to an e-newsletter
Yes 
No


c.
Participate in future training workshops when available
Yes 
No

d.
Other


Any thing which is available I will participate. The only problem is the resources like funds or money issue.
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